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FEATURED Q&A

POLITICAL

At Least 64 Killed 
as Torrential Rains 
Hit Mexico
At least 64 people have been 
killed, though 65 others remain 
missing, after torrential rains hit 
several Mexican states. Veracruz 
and Hidalgo states were the 
hardest hit. 
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ECONOMIC

Majority of  
Brazilians Reject 
Oil Exploration at 
Offshore Site
Sixty-one percent of Brazilians 
oppose oil and gas exploration 
at a key offshore site north of 
the mouth of the Amazon River, 
according to a new poll.
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POLITICAL

Peru’s New  
President  
Oversees Raids  
at Prisons
José Jerí, who was sworn in 
Friday as Peru’s interim president, 
on Saturday oversaw a series of 
prison raids, signalizing a tough 
stance on crime.
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Will an Agreement 
for Free Movement 
Aid the Caribbean?

Citizens of four Caribbean nations will be allowed to live and work indefinitely in each other’s 
countries under an agreement that took effect this month. Kingstown, the capital of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, is pictured.  //  File Photo: vadim.nefedov via Adobe Stock. 

Jerí  //  File Photo: Peruvian Gov’t 
via Flickr CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.

Continued on page 3 

Q Under an agreement that took effect Oct. 1, citizens of four 
Caribbean nations—Barbados, Belize, Dominica and St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines—will be allowed to reside, work 
and stay indefinitely in each other’s countries. Barbados’ 

commissioner to the Caribbean Community, Caricom, told The Guardian 
that the “free-movement agreement” is part of an effort at economic 
and cultural integration and forming a single market. What will be the 
economic effects of the agreement on the four nations and on the 
Caribbean more broadly? To what extent will the deal incentivize skilled 
professionals to stay in the Caribbean rather than emigrating to North 
America or Europe? How much will the deal pave the way for further 
economic integration efforts in the Caribbean?

A G. Philip Hughes, president of the Council of American 
Ambassadors and former U.S. ambassador to Barbados 
and the Eastern Caribbean: “The four Caribbean nations’ 
agreement to implement free movement of their citizens 

among their territories is the latest concrete step toward a long-cher-
ished—but somewhat feared—goal of Caribbean regional integration—one 
that dates back at least to the 1989 Caricom Single Market and Economy 
agreement, fitfully implemented over the ensuing quarter century. Anx-
ieties of better-off small economies being ‘flooded’ with migrants from 
poorer Caricom members, of stiffer competition for better jobs, of loss 
of immigration control and other security concerns have long impeded 
progress in this area. The Organization of Eastern Caribbean States’ 2011 
initiative for free movement of their citizens among members’ territories 

TODAY’S  NEWS

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.en
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NEWS BRIEFS

Trump, Milei to Meet  
in Washington Today  
Following Swap Deal 
U.S. President Donald Trump is set to host 
Argentine President Javier Milei today at the 
White House, The New York Times reported. 
The meeting follows the U.S. government’s ap-
proval last week of a $20 billion currency-swap 
agreement with Argentina, which has become 
a source of domestic criticism for the Trump 
administration, the newspaper reported. Trump 
and U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent have 
argued that the swap line is needed to shore up 
Argentina’s macroeconomic stability.

Venezuela Closing  
Embassy in Norway After 
Machado Wins Nobel Prize
Venezuela’s government announced Monday 
that it is closing its embassy in Norway, a move 
that came after the Norwegian Nobel Com-
mittee awarded Venezuelan opposition leader 
María Corina Machado the Nobel Peace Prize, 
The New York Times reported. Venezuela did 
not say it was closing the embassy as a result 
of Machado winning the prize, but said it was 
part of a larger realignment that also included 
the closure of its embassy in Australia.

Guatemala Now Accepting 
Third-Country Deportees 
Guatemala’s government last week accepted a 
flight carrying three Hondurans who had been 
deported from the United States, Guatemalan 
migration authorities announced on Friday, Re-
uters reported. The announcement marks the 
first public instance of Guatemala accepting 
third-country deportees since the beginning of 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s second term in 
office in January. Fifty-six Guatemalan citizens 
were also on board the flight, the wire service 
reported. [Editor’s note: See related Q&A in the 
Sept. 29 issue of the Advisor.]

POLITICAL NEWS

At Least 64 People 
Killed as Torrential 
Rains Hit Mexico
Mexico’s government said Monday that at 
least 64 people have been killed, and 65 others 
remain missing, as torrential rains hit Mexico, 
causing flooding and landslides in several cen-
tral states and ones along the Gulf Coast, Re-
uters reported Monday. Veracruz and Hidalgo 
states were the worst hit, with 29 deaths and 
18 people missing in Veracruz and 21 deaths 
and 49 reported missing in Hidalgo, said Laura 
Velázquez, Mexico’s national coordinator of 
civil protection, Reuters reported. Intense 
downpours also caused rivers to overflow and 
triggered landslides in the states of San Luis 
Potosí, Querétaro and Puebla, The New York 
Times reported. Some towns experienced 20 
inches of rain in the span of four days, ac-
cording to government figures, the newspaper 
reported. President Claudia Sheinbaum said 
Monday that flooding and landslides affected 
approximately 100,000 homes. Dozens of com-
munities were left isolated by the destruction, 
and food and water would be flown in to those 
communities, the president added, The New 
York Times reported. “There were no scientific 
or meteorological conditions that could have 
indicated to us that the rainfall would be of this 
magnitude,” said Sheinbaum, adding that the 
government had mainly been focused on ex-
treme weather in the Pacific, including storms 
Priscilla and Raymond, which had formed off 
Mexico’s coast last week. Sheinbaum added 
that she would discuss rebuilding efforts with 
the finance ministry, Reuters reported. Shein-
baum said her administration would support 
the victims and that her administration still had 
$867 million to allocate to relief from disasters, 
The New York Times reported. Officials have 
dispatched thousands of personnel in order to 
clean up and monitor locations that sustained 
the most damage, Reuters reported. Author-
ities have also said they will seek to contain 
the spread of diseases that are worsened by 
standing water, such as dengue.

Peru’s New  
President Oversees 
Prison Raids 
José Jerí, who was sworn in as Peru’s interim 
president early Friday morning following 
lawmakers’ rapid removal from office of 
his predecessor, Dina Boluarte, on Satur-
day oversaw a series of prison raids as he 
signaled that he will be tough on criminals, the 
Associated Press reported. Jerí, 38, walked 
into the maximum-security Ancón I prison in 
Lima to supervise authorities’ search cell-to-
cell for contraband, the wire service reported. 
The raids yielded drugs, smuggled cell phones 
and sharp objects being used as weapons, 
according to authorities. At the same time, 
authorities raided three other prisons across 
the country—the Lurigancho prison in Lima, as 
well as the Challapalca in the southern Andes 
and El Milagro prison in northern Peru, the wire 
service reported. The raids, which happened 
before dawn, followed Boluarte’s swift removal 
from office following a shooting at a concert 
in Lima, which led to outrage over crime. The 
shooting injured five people at a concert of 
Peruvian cumbia group Agula Marina, the AP 
reported. Lawmakers voted 122-0 to oust 
Boluarte, The New York Times reported. “The 
evil that afflicts us at this moment is public in-
security,” Jerí told members of Congress after 
he was sworn in, the AP reported. “The main 
enemy is out on the streets. Criminal gangs, 
criminal organizations, they are our enemies 
today,” he added. Peru’s number of homicides 
has surged, with 2,082 killings recorded last 
year, up from 676 reported homicides in 2017, 
the AP reported. Cases of extortion have 
also risen, to 22,348 last year, as compared 
to 16,333 in 2022, the wire service reported. 
Peru has cycled through seven presidents in 
the past seven years, with three, including 
Boluarte, ousted by Congress and two others 
who resigned to avoid being removed, the AP 
reported. Jerí is expected to serve as president 
until next July when a new president elected in 
next April’s election is to take office. [Editor’s 
note: See Q&A on Peru’s homicide rate in the 
March 26 issue of the Advisor.]

https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/LAA250326.pdf
https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/LAA250929.pdf
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ECONOMIC NEWS 

Majority of Brazilians 
Reject Oil Exploration 
at Offshore Site 
Sixty-one percent of Brazilians oppose oil and 
gas exploration at a key offshore drilling site 
just to the north of the mouth of the Amazon 
River, Reuters reported on Monday, citing a 
recent survey from the polling division of Grupo 
Folha. Last month, environmental agency Iba-
ma issued a permit—on a conditional basis—for 
state-run Petrobras to explore for hydrocarbons 
at Block 59, which the firm believes to hold 
more than five billion barrels of recoverable 
oil resources. The administration of Brazilian 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva had actively 
pushed for Ibama to approve Petrobras’ plans 
at Block 59, which is located in an ecologically 
sensitive region off the coast of Amapá state. 
Ibama had previously blocked Petrobras’ ex-
ploration plans in 2023, but that decision was 
reversed earlier this year after a renewed push 
from Petrobras and top government officials, 
Reuters reported. The approval came less than 
two months before the scheduled start of the 
COP30 climate change conference in Belém, 
less than 300 miles away from the drilling site. 
“Authorizing new oil exploration at the mouth 
of the Amazon sends a conflicting message,” 
Natalie Unterstell, president of the Talanoa In-
stitute in Rio de Janeiro and nonresident senior 
fellow at the Inter-American Dialogue’s Brazil 
Program, told the weekly Energy Advisor in a 
Q&A published Oct. 3. “Civil society actors [at 
COP30] will question how Brazil reconciles its 
leadership narrative with policies that prolong 
oil dependence,” Unterstell added. Nearly 70 
percent of Petrobras’ future expenditures are 
dedicated to oil exploration and production, 
Bloomberg News reported last month, citing 
the firm’s most recent update to its public five-
year investment plan. Seventy-three percent of 
Brazilians aged 16 to 24 said they oppose oil 
exploration in the Foz do Amazonas region in 
Datafolha’s recent survey, which did not men-
tion Petrobras by name, Reuters reported.

is a forerunner of what two OECS members—
Dominica and St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines—have now achieved with two much 
larger non-OECS economies, Barbados and 
Belize. Assuming faithful implementation 
and favorable experience, the new four-na-
tion initiative will be important mainly for its 
‘demonstration effect’—reassuring other Car-
icom members to take the plunge. This move 
may be marginally helpful in easing the brain 
drain of highly skilled occupations from the 
Caribbean’s micro-state economies, but its 
immediate economic impact is likely to be 
limited—and may even be lopsided—given 
the asymmetries of economy and population 
size between Barbados and Belize, on the 
one hand, and Dominica and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines on the other. And there 
are the additional complications of Belize’s 
distance and of Dominica’s citizenship by 
investment (CBI) program, that may impel 
the other partners, who have passed up 
CBI programs, to adopt security-related 
precautions, caveats or limitations. But, 
despite such quibbles, let’s hope that the 
four countries’ experience with this initiative 
demonstrates a step in the right direction 
that other Caricom members can follow.”

A Andrea M. Ewart, CEO of 
DevelopTradeLaw: “In moving 
to full free movement of their 
nationals, Barbados, Belize, 

Dominica and St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines are essentially going ahead of their 
fellow Caricom member states with respect 
to the commitments to economic integra-
tion made more than 20 years ago under 
the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas. In the 
short-term, the economic effect on the four 
countries and on the broader Caribbean 
is likely to be minimal. Limited economic 
opportunities and the dearth of affordable 
intra-regional travel routes will continue to 
hinder progress, and to make extra-regional 
migration a desired goal. Indeed, as has 
tended to be the case, the steps being taken 
may not be doing much more than legitimiz-

ing the situation on the ground, particularly 
with respect to tourism workers who already 
move around the entire region in search of 
jobs and opportunities. Furthermore, it is 
puzzling that these next steps include only 
two of the seven member states of the Orga-
nization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) 
which have already committed to full free 
movement under the 2010 Revised Treaty of 
Basseterre. Nevertheless, the four countries 
are to be commended for their leadership in 
taking this step, which though mostly sym-
bolic at this time, can pave the way towards 
the full regional economic integration that 
Caricom needs.”

A Anthony T. Bryan, fellow at the 
Caribbean Policy Consortium: 
“The key initiatives in furthering 
economic, foreign policy and 

social development in Caricom include the 
Single Market and Economy (CSME), which 
promotes free movement of people, goods 
and services. The recent initiative that 
allows a group of four member states to 

live, work and travel freely within member 
countries is a step in the right direction. 
Caricom is the oldest integration movement 
in the developing world. It rests on four main 
pillars: economic integration, foreign policy 
coordination, human and social develop-
ment, and security. It is a respected voice in 
international affairs. The economic effects 
on the four nations can lead to the enhance-
ment and full operability of the CSME in 
Caricom. Once economic opportunities are 
created, skilled professionals will be inclined 

FEATURED Q&A  /   Continued from page 1

Continued on page 4 

Once economic  
opportunities are  
created, skilled  
professionals will  
be inclined to stay  
in the region.”

— Anthony T. Bryan

https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/LEA251003.pdf
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to stay in the region. I forecast that the pro-
cess of Caricom integration will accelerate 
as more people decide to live and work in 
this beautiful region of the world.”

A Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith, founding 
fellow of the Caribbean Policy 
Consortium: “The seminal 
1992 report of the West Indian 

Commission, which was led by international 
statesman Shridath Ramphal, recommended 
‘that the private sector and the governments 
of the region be allowed to recruit Caricom 
citizens freely within Caricom. Work permits 
should be automatic both for applicant and 
spouse and should not depend only on the 
educational status of the employee.’ This 
recommendation partially came alive more 
than three decades later when Barbados, 
Belize, Dominica and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines implemented full free movement 
of their nationals among themselves on Oct. 
1. In effect, nationals of these four countries 
will not be limited to temporary entry of up to 
six months and will be able to travel to any 
of these four countries to reside, work and 
remain indefinitely, with the right to access 
emergency and primary health care as well 
as public primary and secondary education 
for their children. This is a major and laud-
able achievement in the maturation of the re-

gion’s integration movement, which also has 
economic and skills implications. Thus, it is 
unsurprising that Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad 
and Tobago, and Haiti are not part of the first 
round. Further, it reminds us of the necessity 
to persist in regional maturation endeavors 
and not let risk-aversion trump long-haul 

doggedness that regional maturation 
requires. One hopes this new initiative does 
better by being embraced by more Caricom 
members than has been the experience of 
the Caribbean Court of Justice, which was 
inaugurated in April 2005 with two countries 
accepting its appellate jurisdiction, and two 
decades later has only five of them.”

The Advisor welcomes comments on its 
Q&A section. Readers can write editor Gene 
Kuleta.
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This is a major and 
laudable achievement 
in the maturation  
of the region’s integra-
tion movement...”

— Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith
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