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FEATURED Q&A

What Will Leo XIV’s
Pontificate Mean
for Latin America?

Pope Leo XIV, who became the leader of the Roman Catholic Church earlier this month, was
born in the United States and lived for several years in Peru. // File Photo: Edgar Beltran, The
Pillar,

For only the second time in the 2,000-year history of the

Roman Catholic Church, a person from the Western Hemi-

sphere was chosen on May 8 to become pope. Pope Leo XIV,

the first pontiff born in the United States, has both U.S. and
Peruvian citizenship and served as the bishop of Chiclayo in Peru, where
he was known for ministering to the poor. What will Leo’s pontificate
mean for Latin America? How much influence does he have to affect
policies in the Western Hemisphere? What issues related to the Western
Hemisphere is Leo likely to focus on?

Matthew Carnes, Jesuit priest, professor of political science

and vice president for mission and ministry at Santa Clara

University: “In the early days of his pontificate, Pope Leo

XIV has repeatedly signaled how important his experience
in Peru—as a priest, pastor and bishop—is to his worldview and his com-
mitments. Much like his Latin American predecessor, Pope Francis, he is
primarily concerned about the welfare and opportunities of the poor, and
he has given special attention to the plight of migrants and refugees. At
the same time, his upbringing in Chicago has given him an affinity for ‘or-
dinary people, and he lifts up the experience of the working class in North
America and around the globe. His choice of the name Leo hearkens back
to Pope Leo XIII, whose encyclical Rerum novarum articulated for the first
time the central tenets of what has become known as Catholic Social
Thought. Leo XIV projects a continuity with the Catholic Social Thought

tradition, with its emphasis on the dignity of human life and of human
Continued on page 2
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POLITICAL

At Least Four
Involved in

Killing of Mexico
City Mayor’s Aides
At least four people were involved
in the killing of the personal sec-
retary and a top advisor to Mexico
City’s mayor, the capital’s police
chief said Wednesday.
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BUSINESS
Telefonica Selling
Uruguay Unit

to Millicom

Telecommunications company
Telefénica is selling its Uruguay
unit to Luxembourg-based Milli-
com for $440 million, Millicom
announced Wednesday.
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POLITICAL

Guyana Warns
Residents on
Controversial Vote

Any residents of Guyana who
participate in this Sunday’s vote
organized by Venezuela in the
disputed Essequibo region risk
charges of treason and other
crimes, Guyana's defense minister,
Brigadier General Omar Khan, said
Wednesday.
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Khan // File Photo: Guyanese
Government.
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Killing of Mexico Controversial Vote in Coming Weeks

City Mayor’s Aides

At least four people were involved in Tuesday’s
killing of two top aides of Mexico City Mayor
Clara Brugada, the city’s police chief said
Wednesday, the Associated Press reported.
Investigators probing the ambush, which hap-
pened as the two aides were in a car traveling
on a busy highway in the capital, had found a
motorcycle and two other vehicles that were
used in the attack, said the police chief, Pablo
Vazquez Camacho, the AP reported. Brugada’s
personal secretary, Ximena Guzman, and a top
advisor, José Mufioz, were killed in the attack.
The gunman fled the scene on a motorcycle
that was concealed near the site of the shoot-
ing and then changed vehicles twice as he and
others involved in the attack fled to Mexico
State, said Bertha Alcalde Lujan, Mexico City's
chief prosecutor, the wire service reported.
Investigators found clothing in the vehicles but
announced no motive, the wire service report-
ed. “Rest assured that we will continue to work
tirelessly and in a coordinated manner to bring
justice to this and any other case that threat-
ens the peace and security of the inhabitants
of this great city,” Brugada said Wednesday in a
post on social media site X, thanking President
Claudia Sheinbaum for her support.

Any residents of Guyana who participate in
Sunday'’s elections organized by Venezuela

in the disputed Essequibo region risk be-

ing charged with treason and other crimes,
Guyana's defense minister said Wednesday,
the Associated Press reported. “If anyone
participates or takes any similar action, it

will amount to support for a passive coup,”
Brigadier General Omar Khan told the wire
service. “Anything along those lines will speak
to a violation of our sovereignty and territo-

rial integrity,” he added. The election, which
comes on the same day as gubernatorial and
legislative elections in Venezuela, is Venezue-
lan President Nicolds Maduro's latest effort in
his drive to annex the Essequibo region, which
Guyana administers but Venezuela claims.
Maduro threatened to seize the region in 2023
after holding a referendum that asked Vene-
zuelans whether Essequibo should become a
Venezuelan state. Nearly 100,000 people who
have either direct or indirect Venezuelan an-
cestry live in the Essequibo region, according
to Guyana’s foreign secretary, Robert Persaud.
The Essequibo region makes up two-thirds of
Guyana'’s territory and has resources of gold, di-
amonds and timber, among other commodities.
Off its coast are massive oil deposits that have
production of some 650,000 barrels per day,

FEATURED Q&A / Continued from page 1

work, the responsibilities and rights of both
labor and capital, and a commitment to a
common good that must be inclusive of all.
The new pope is likely to draw extensively
on these ideas in his writings and public
statements, but he may resist the temptation
to engage in what could be perceived as
partisan politics in his two ‘home’ countries.
Seeking to be a unifier, pastor and moral
voice, he will cautiously, but forcefully,
proclaim a consistent moral line in favor of
workers and the poor.”

Matthew Casey-Pariseault,
associate clinical professor in
the School of Historical, Philo-
sophical and Religious Studies
at Arizona State University: “I'm particularly
interested in how Pope Leo XIV's experience
confronting political instability and clerical
sexual abuse in Latin America will shape his
pontificate. To varying degrees throughout
Latin America, the Catholic Church holds a
privileged position in society and politics.
In many cases, that position has provided

Continued on page 4

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio will visit
Mexico at an undetermined date in the coming
weeks, he announced Wednesday during tes-
timony to the U.S. House of Representatives,
EFE reported. Rubio that said he plans to meet
with Mexico’s government to discuss topics
including limiting the flow of illegal arms from
the United States to Mexican cartels.

Panamanian Union Leader
Scales Wall of Bolivian
Embassy, Seeks Asylum

Saul Méndez, the leader of one of Panama’s
top labor unions, on Wednesday scaled the wall
of the Bolivian embassy in Panama City and
requested asylum from Bolivia's government,
the Associated Press reported. Prosecutors are
currently investigating the construction union
that Méndez leads. On Tuesday, Panamanian
authorities canceled the union’s legal status
over an alleged lack of mechanisms to prevent
money laundering. Bolivia's government said it
had extended temporary protection for Méndez
while his case is being evaluated.

Banco Industrial
Partnering With SukuPay
on Stablecoin Transfers

Banco Industrial, Guatemala’s largest retail
bank, on Wednesday announced that it will
allow people in the United States to send U.S.
dollar-backed stablecoins to Guatemala for

a flat fee of 99 cents, news site CoinDesk
reported. It's unclear whether cross-border
stablecoin transfers, which will be facilitated
by blockchain platform SukuPay, would be
classified as remittance payments under U.S.
law. The U.S. House of Representatives today
advanced legislation to impose a 5 percent
tax on remittances for non-U.S. citizens, CNBC
reported.
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the AP reported. Last week, Guyanese soldiers
were attacked three times in a 24-hour period
in the Essequibo region, Agence-France Presse
reported. Gunmen in civilian clothes attacked
the troops who were patrolling the Cuyuni River
in the disputed region, AFP reported, citing the
Guyana Defense Force.

Telefonica Selling
Uruguay Unit to
Millicom for $440 Mn

Spain-based telecommunications company
Telefénica is selling its unit in Uruguay to
Millicom International for $440 million, Milli-
com announced Wednesday. “This strategic
acquisition aligns with Telefonica’s regional
repositioning and enables Millicom to consoli-
date its leadership position in South America,’
Luxembourg-based Millicom said in a state-
ment. Millicom said it expects the transaction
to add to its earnings before free cash flow as
early as the beginning of next year, “driven by
operational efficiencies and integration with
its existing regional footprint.” Millicom added
that the acquisition will diversify its sources
of free cash flow. “This acquisition represents
a key milestone in our purposeful growth
strategy across Latin America—especially in
Uruguay, a country with strong fundamentals
and a forward-looking digital agenda,” Millicom
CEO Marcelo Benitez said in a statement.

U.S. Energy Dep’t to
‘Redirect’ $365 Mn in
Puerto Rico Funding

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) on
Wednesday announced that it will “redirect”
$365 million in funding that had been awarded
for solar energy and battery storage projects
in Puerto Rico, Reuters reported. DOE said

THE DIALOGUE CONTINUES

What Would Lower House
Expansion Mean for Brazil?

Brazil's lower house of

Congress on May 6 approved

a bill that would allow for an

expansion of the chamber, from
513 to 531 representatives. The legislation,
which remains pending in the Senate, would
require Brazil's government to update the
number of representatives in the lower
house every four years. How would new
seats be apportioned? How would an in-
crease in representatives affect Congress'’s
political balance, and what is motivating the
push to expand the chamber’s size? To what
extent could this new legislation improve
citizen representation in Brazil’s lower
chamber?

Lara Mesquita, professor at
Fundacao Getulio Vargas'
School of Economics: “A bill
recently approved by Brazil's
Chamber of Deputies aims to address a
longstanding distortion: the mismatch
between the population of each state and
the size of its delegation in the lower house
of Congress. The proposal establishes a
rule to revise the distribution of seats after
every census—held every 10 years—using the
highest averages method, the same formula
used in Brazil's electoral system. The goal
is to adjust the number of seats per state to

in a statement that the funding—which the
administration of then-U.S. President Joe Biden
awarded last year for solar projects sched-
uled to start construction in 2026—will be
reassigned to bolster and repair Puerto Rico’s
power grid. It's unclear whether any share of
the $365 million in previously committed DOE
funds will eventually reach planned small-scale
solar and storage projects in Puerto Rico, Re-
uters reported. The redirected funds represent
more than 30 percent of all currently outstand-
ing financing that DOE has committed toward

reflect demographic shifts, while respecting
the constitutional limits of no fewer than
eight and no more than 70 deputies per
state. However, although the bill increases
the total number of deputies from 513 to
531, the rule it introduces was not applied
to the new seats. Instead of improving pro-
portionality, the change may worsen existing
distortions. States with growing populations
remain underrepresented, while overrepre-
sented states retain their current levels of
influence. The underlying concern is politi-
cal—lawmakers avoided any reduction in the
number of seats held by specific states, like-
ly to protect incumbents. The risk is that this
becomes a pattern. After the 2030 census,
will Brazil again choose to expand the size
of the Chamber rather than redistribute exist-
ing seats? Without a commitment to enforce
proportionality—especially when it implies
losses for some—Brazil's lower house may
continue drifting away from its representa-
tive purpose, undermining the principle of
proportional representation embedded in the
1988 Federal Constitution.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: The comment above is a
continuation of the Q&A published in the
May 16 issue of the Advisor.

solar energy projects in Puerto Rico, according
to the Associated Press. Last week, U.S.
Energy Secretary Chris Wright unveiled new
guidance directing Puerto Rico’s public utility
firm to install new oil-fired power generation
units in order to increase the grid's base power
levels. Puerto Rico's electrical grid, which has
suffered from a recent string of hurricanes and
underinvestment in maintenance, has entirely
collapsed on two occasions since December,
the most recent of which happened last month
after the failure of a key transmission line.
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church leaders a central role in promoting
democracy and human rights. At the same
time, that privileged position has created

an atmosphere of silence, opacity and fear
around internal church issues, especially

in cases of sexual abuse. Pope Leo knows
both of these dynamics well. In Peru, he
supported human rights and democratic
norms during a period of upheaval, and as
bishop of Chiclayo, he worked closely with
Venezuelan migrants and other vulnerable
communities. He also dealt with sexual
abuse cases in both the United States and
Peru. While he appears to have followed
Vatican guidelines in these cases, the proto-
cols remain insufficient in the eyes of most
survivors and advocates. Among advocacy
groups, there is some hope that Leo will
build on Pope Francis’ unfinished reforms to
the church guidelines for the abuse crisis.
Leo XIV brings to the papacy an experiential
understanding of Latin America'’s religious
and political realities. His leadership should
reinforce the church'’s credibility in defending
democracy and migrant rights, issues that
remain urgent across the hemisphere. But

it may be his actions on accountability for
clerical sexual abuse that define his moral
authority and legacy in the region.”

Gustavo Morello, professor in
the sociology department of the
Morrissey College of Arts and
Sciences at Boston College:
“Pope Leo comes from a particular brand
of North American Catholicism—Cathol-
icism shaped from the very beginning by
the migrant experience, Catholicism open
to the challenges of the cities (think about
Homeboy Industries), and the struggles of
workers (since the times of Dorothy Day).
This Catholicism is generous toward the
global church, dating back to the late 1950s
when many missionaries, including Leo him-

self, were sent around the world, with some
even laying down their lives for their flock
(among many others, the four churchwomen
killed in El Salvador in December 1980).
Most of his pastoral ministry occurred in
Peru, the birthplace of liberation theology,
where the people of Chiclayo embraced him.
His appointment served as a ‘confirmation’

‘ ‘ His appointment
served as a

‘confirmation’ for
the church in
the Americas.”

— Gustavo Morello

for the church in the Americas. There is
something about the North and South Amer-
ican experience of being Catholic that holds
significance for the universal church, much
like central Europe did in the previous 40
years. In today's world, the only alternative
to Western, capitalist democracy is, in prac-
tice, nationalism that embraces capitalism

while rejecting democracy and human rights.

| believe both positions overlook the voices,
struggles and achievements of ordinary
people. The left, which traditionally cares
about these voices, lacks a clear message
or program. Amid this humanitarian desert,
the Vatican has emerged as a significant
alternative voice, committed to the poor and
marginalized. The Holy See presents the
only substantial challenge to mainstream
political ideas. Leo has this platform to find
his voice and style in addressing the big
question: What would Jesus do in our time?”

The Advisor welcomes comments on its
Q&A section. Readers can write editor Gene
Kuleta.
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