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Prologue

Colleagues,

The spread of Covid-19 has demanded that governments around the world take unprecedented steps to protect their citizens. 
While the need to safeguard public health is vital, it is imperative to ensure that these measures are not used to undermine the 
fundamental civil liberties and human rights of all people.

The right to freedom of expression remains a cornerstone of safe and prosperous societies. It also has far-reaching conse-
quences for the enjoyment of all other rights. Now, more than ever, societies have a right to be informed and to scrutinise the 
measures taken in response to the crisis. 

Canada is pleased to support the development of this report, which will serve as a key tool for all those in the Inter-American 
community who share an interest in protecting and promoting freedom of expression. It will contribute to identifying practical 
measures to strengthen common values and enhance cooperation across the hemisphere. These crucial ideas will lend mo-
mentum to the second Global Conference for Media Freedom, which Canada looks forward to hosting in 2020.  

Protecting public health and respecting human rights are not mutually exclusive. In fact, both go hand in hand toward ensuring 
the health, safety and security of our communities and our countries. Together, we can respond to the COVID-19 pandemic 
swiftly and decisively. But as we do so, our approach must reflect compassion, inclusivity and respect for the fundamental 
rights of everyone.

Sincerely, 

The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Introduction
Freedom of expression is, for the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights, the “cornerstone upon which the very exis-
tence of democratic society exists.” It is indispensable for 
the formation of public opinion, for scientific knowledge, 
and for society to be sufficiently informed and, in conse-
quence, truly free.1 

This is the case in ordinary times and, perhaps even more 
so, in extraordinary times, such as the current global health 
emergency caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Across the 
Americas, citizens today depend on complete and reliable 
information to monitor the progression of the virus, pro-
tect their own health, debate public policy responses, and 
understand the measures taken by their governments. As 
United Nations (UN) High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Michelle Bachelet has observed, “Undermining rights such 
as freedom of expression may do incalculable damage to 
the effort to contain COVID-19 and its pernicious socio-eco-
nomic side-effects.”2

In the Inter-American human rights system, freedom of 
thought and expression contemplates the “freedom to seek, 
receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds.”3 
Unfortunately, not all governments in the Americas have 
responded to the pandemic with full respect for this right.4 
Indeed, the pandemic has directly or indirectly produced at 
least three identifiably concerning trends. These include: i) 
increased pressure against journalists and media outlets, 
including physical harm and harassment, arrests and pros-
ecutions, and an ever-more-challenging working environ-
ment; ii) limits on transparency and access to information; 
and iii) online misinformation and disinformation, in some 

cases promulgated by public officials. While these concerns 
existed prior to Covid-19, they have found new expression and 
in some cases been exacerbated by the pandemic. UN Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression David Kaye has observed 
that the Covid-19 virus is “not just the cause of illness and 
death, it is also a pathogen of repression.”5

Under the cover of Covid-19 response, for example, states in 
the Americas have used new or existing laws to criminalize 
free speech and taken measures to restrict the work of jour-
nalists, as well as activists, public health workers and other 
citizens. Governments have used the pandemic as a justifica-
tion for official opacity, failing to share accurate health data 
with the public, respond to access to information requests, 
or guarantee transparency in Covid-related spending. Some 
political leaders have actively misled their citizens about the 
virus and then stigmatized reporters or public health experts 
who contradict them, contributing to the “infodemic” of misin-
formation online and placing additional pressure on internet 
platforms that must balance the protection of public health 
with respect for free speech. 

The decision of some states and officials to restrict freedom 
of expression and access to information contrasts with that 
of other national and subnational governments in the Ameri-
cas that took decisive steps to confront the pandemic without 
recurring to censorship, as well as governments that correct-
ed early missteps to ensure their public health response was 
compatible with freedom of expression. 

This report, from the Inter-American Dialogue’s Peter D. Bell 
Rule of Law Program and Edison Lanza, expert on freedom 
of expression and current Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression at the Organization of American States, provides a 
succinct assessment of freedom of expression developments 
in the Americas in the early months of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
It draws on Inter-American legal standards, the ongoing doc-
umentation work of the Special Rapporteurship, reports from 
international human rights bodies, conclusions of the webinar 
discussion “Voices in the Pandemic: Covid-19 and Freedom of 
Expression in the Americas,”6 and available information from 
governments, national and international civil society, and me-
dia organizations. Unless otherwise noted, the information 
included in the report is updated to July 1st, 2020.  

The Dialogue and the Special Rapporteur are grateful for 
the partnership and support of Global Affairs Canada in 
conceiving and producing this report and the “Voices in the 
Pandemic” webinar.
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Increased Pressure on 
Journalism and Free Speech 
in the Context of Covid-19
Governments have a duty to ensure that journalism thrives 
and plays its essential role during the pandemic, as the pro-
tection of the media is a protection of the public’s right to 
information.7 Journalists and the media, as well as medical 
professionals and relevant experts, should be able to speak 
and report freely on Covid-19, including coverage that is crit-
ical of government responses, without fear or censorship.8 

Article 27 of the American Convention for Human Rights 
(ACHR) permits derogation from certain rights, including 
freedom of thought and expression, in a time of “war, pub-
lic danger, or other emergency.”9 In response to the Covid-19 
pandemic, a number of OAS member states availed them-
selves of this clause, namely Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colom-
bia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Paraguay and Peru.10 Even under states of emergency, how-
ever, governments are bound to uphold their human rights ob-
ligations. Where suspensions of certain rights are permitted, 
international law establishes a series of requirements, such 
as legality, necessity, proportionality, non-discrimination, 
and timeliness.11 In the context of the pandemic, for exam-
ple, public health may require limits on freedom of assembly 
or movement to achieve physical distancing. However, the 
IACHR has called on governments to refrain from restricting 
the movement of journalists and human rights defenders 
during Covid-19,12 and has expressed “extreme concern” over 
the use of criminal law against persons who publish informa-
tion related to the pandemic.13 

The relevant recommendations of both the UN and In-
ter-American human rights systems in the context of the 
pandemic reflect a strong presumption against restrictions 
on freedoms of press, expression, and information.14 In the 
words of UN High Commissioner Bachelet, “Emergency pow-
ers should not be a weapon governments can wield to quash 
dissent.”15 Nevertheless, Covid-19 has brought new challeng-
es for the exercise of free speech and for the media as a 
whole. 

Criminalization of Speech Related to the Pandemic

The IACHR’s longstanding interpretations of the American 
Convention on Human Rights hold that the use of crimi-
nal law mechanisms to punish speech concerning matters 
of public interest in and of itself violates article 13 of the 
ACHR.16 Since the onset of the pandemic, however, several 

states in the Americas have introduced or applied legal pro-
visions that criminalize freedom of expression as it relates to 
Covid-19, at times in an effort to limit criticism or information 
that casts the government’s pandemic response efforts in a 
negative light. 

In Venezuela, the government has detained journalists and 
doctors who publish information about the spread of the 
virus or question the government’s response. Journalist 
Darvinson Rojas was arrested on March 21 by the FAES 
(Fuerza de Acciones Especiales) police unit on account of 
his coronavirus reporting.17 He was conditionally released 
after 13 days following international pressure, but faces 
charges of “advocacy of hatred” and “instigation to commit 
crimes.”18 FAES agents also arrested Julio Molino, the leader 
of a medical union in Venezuela, after he spoke out against 
shortages of medical equipment in hospitals.19 Dr. Molino 
was allegedly accused of “incitement to hatred, worrying the 
community, and criminal association.”20

In Cuba, authorities have used Legal Decree 370 “on the 
informatization of Cuban society” to subject at least 30 
journalists to interrogation and seizure of work equipment 
such as mobile phones for their coverage of the pandemic 
and of the state’s response to it.21 Twenty of them were fined 
$120, with failure to pay constituting a crime punishable by 
six months in prison, and seven civil society actors were im-
prisoned for violating this decree. Decree 370 provides that 
the dissemination of information on the Internet “contrary to 
the social interest, morals, good customs and the integrity of 
persons” will be sanctioned.22 

Journalists and the media, as 

well as medical professionals 
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In Bolivia, the transitional government adopted, and later re-
pealed, a series of pandemic-related decrees that included 
provisions purporting to criminalize speech that “misinforms 
or generates uncertainty in the population.”23 These provi-
sions provoked concerns due to the vague terms employed 
and the possibility that they could be used to silence legiti-
mate speech.24 In response to these concerns, the Bolivian 
government on May 14 repealed the decrees in whole or in 
relevant part. 25 It remains unclear how many individuals, if 
any, were prosecuted while the decrees were in effect or 
what the legal status of any such cases is. Interior Minister 
Arturo Murillo remarked on April 15 that the government had 
apprehended 67 and convicted 37 “political actors” who were 
engaged in “destabilization and disinformation movements, 
offending against health, and this has a serious sanction of 
two to ten years.” However, in responding to a request for 
further information from Amnesty International, the govern-
ment did not provide information on the circumstances or 
legal basis for these arrests and convictions.26 

In Argentina, a dozen criminal proceedings for “public intimi-
dation” were reportedly initiated against individuals accused 
of spreading pandemic-related information, including a 21-
year old who sent a tweet that included the word “saqueo” 
(looting).27 In response to criticism, the Ministry of Security 
announced it would develop a “protocol” for such cases con-
sistent with Inter-American legal standards and in consulta-
tion with civil society.28 

Direct and Indirect Restrictions on Pandemic-
Related Reporting
Efforts by the media and others, including in the medical 
community, to provide the public information regarding the 
Covid-19 pandemic have at times been met with threats, in-
timidation, legal obstacles, and physical violence by govern-
ment officials and third parties.  

In Venezuela, Diosdado Cabello, President of the Nation-
al Constituent Assembly and Vice President of the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela, threatened to call police to 
investigate scientists from the Academia de Ciencias Físi-
cas for releasing a scientific study that contradicted official 
Covid-19 numbers.29 In El Salvador in early April, human 
rights ombudsman José Apolonio Tobar condemned the 
armed forces’ destruction of the equipment of journalists 
reporting on the pandemic.30 In Nicaragua, four executive 
members of the Center for Research and Health Studies at 
the National Autonomous University of Nicaragua in Mana-
gua were dismissed suddenly on April 23,31 a step that was 
criticized as an attempt to silence qualified voices on the de-
ficiencies of the health system.32 Doctors in Nicaragua were 
reportedly scared to speak openly about conditions of the 
public hospitals operating under the Ministry of Health due to 
fear of recriminations.33 Indeed, Human Rights Watch report-
ed in June that Nicaraguan authorities have fired at least ten 
health workers in apparent retaliation for voicing concerns 
about the government’s management of the Covid-19 health 
crisis.34 

States of emergency declarations have in some cases been 
used to curtail the freedom of movement of journalists, inhib-
iting their ability to report on the Covid-19 crisis, despite the 
IACHR’s admonition that governments must allow journal-
ists to move freely as they “perform a key function during a 
public health emergency by reporting on and monitoring the 
actions of the state.”35 President Juan Orlando Hernández 
of Honduras declared a public health emergency on March 
10 and issued emergency decree PCM 021-2020 on March 
16, restricting freedom of expression, association, assembly, 
and movement.36 In response to domestic and international 
pressure, the government changed the emergency decree on 
March 21 and issued PCM 022-2020 to reestablish freedom 
of expression as enshrined in the constitution. However, the 
government did not allow journalists with press credentials 
to move freely during curfew hours until April 5.37 

In El Salvador, the executive decree establishing a state of 
emergency on March 15 and enforcing obligatory stay-at-
home orders did not include journalists on the list of groups 
given exceptions.38 The week prior, two soldiers from the 

States of emergency 

declarations have in some 

cases been used to curtail 

the freedom of movement 

of journalists, inhibiting 

their ability to report on the 

Covid-19 crisis.



REPORT | AUGUST 2020

9Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas

armed forces prevented a journalist from taking photographs 
of the construction of a provisional hospital erected to serve 
patients with Covid-19.39 The executive decree was modified 
on April 2 and allowed the press to move freely under the 
emergency measures.40 Nonetheless, the Asociación de Pe-
riodistas de El Salvador continued to report that journalists 
faced difficulties moving about freely. On April 18, six sol-
diers from the armed forces and three members of the na-
tional police blocked a journalist from covering local preven-
tion measures, even though he was carrying his press card.41

Officials in leadership positions have also targeted members 
of the press with hostile rhetoric in response to critical—or 
simply truthful—reporting on the pandemic. While public of-
ficials enjoy freedom of expression, senior government rep-
resentatives must recall that they are subject to particular 
scrutiny by virtue of their positions of public trust and take 
care not to make statements that are inconsistent with their 
duties as guarantors of fundamental rights, especially giv-
en the high degree of credibility many citizens apply to their 
statements.42 In this regard, it is particularly concerning that 
stigmatization of journalists by public officials has in some 
cases been followed by acts of harassment or violence by 
third parties. 

In Brazil, President Jair Bolsonaro made 32 verbal attacks 
against journalists and the media between January and 
March,43 and the president’s supporters engaged in daily 
harassment of reporters outside the Palácio da Alvorada in 
Brasília. On May 3, reporters were attacked, insulted, and 
expelled by protestors at a demonstration attended by Bol-
sonaro. The president was alerted but did not address the 
issue, though he subsequently condemned the aggression 
while continuing to criticize the media.44 On May 26, a num-
ber of Brazil’s top news organizations decided to suspend 

reporting outside the presidential residence as a result of 
continued harassment and abuse.45 Separately, a leading 
Brazilian infectologist received death threats from Bolsonaro 
supporters after publishing research questioning the efficacy 
of hydroxychloroquine, a drug that Bolsonaro has promoted 
as a treatment for Covid-19.46 

On April 22, Mexican President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obra-
dor criticized the press at length and said there was no such 
thing as “professional journalism” in Mexico. He explicitly 
named Reforma, El Universal, Milenio, and Excélsior as news-
papers he believes are biased against his government.47 On 
May 11, President López Obrador criticized the ethics of the 
national and international “conventional media,” especially 
the New York Times, for questioning official government data 
on Covid-19.48 On May 14, the newspaper Reforma reported 
that an anonymous caller, claiming to be a member of the 
Sinaloa Cartel, told the paper to stop “defaming” the pres-
ident and threatened to blow up the newspaper’s offices.49  

Heads of state in the United States, Guatemala, and Nicara-
gua have also stigmatized media organizations for reporting 
on the pandemic. US President Donald Trump attacked news 
media in late March during a press briefing, calling them 
dishonest for their reporting of his handling the crisis and 
stating that journalists “truly do hurt our country.” Between 
March 16 and May 15, President Trump confronted at least 
eight journalists at his daily Covid-19 press briefings.50 Pres-
ident Alejandro Giammattei in Guatemala stated publicly on 
March 21, “I would like to put the media in quarantine but I 
cannot” in response to negative press coverage of his han-
dling of Covid-19.51 In Nicaragua, President Daniel Ortega 
accused the press of spreading false news regarding the 
Nicaraguan government’s cover-up of Covid-19 cases, char-
acterizing the reporting as “disinformative terrorism.”52

Photo credit: Ministério da Ciência, Tecnologia e Inovações / Flickr / CC BY 2.0
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Pressure on Journalists’ Lives and Livelihoods
In addition to restrictions imposed by governments, media 
outlets and journalists confront an acutely challenging envi-
ronment as a result of the health and economic impacts of 
Covid-19. While these consequences are not directly attribut-
able to the state, the resulting impact on journalism carries 
negative implications for democratic society that will extend 
into the aftermath of the pandemic.  

Covid-19 threatens the safety of journalists directly, as many 
news outlets have not provided reporters with personal 
protective equipment. This leaves journalists particularly 
vulnerable to contracting the disease as they continue their 
essential reporting during the pandemic, including reporting 
on the pandemic itself. The Press Emblem Campaign tracks 
the number of journalists who die from Covid-19 worldwide 
and reports that of the 210 reporters who have died, at least 
99 are from Latin America, a number higher than any other 
region.53 In Peru, 37 reporters have died from the illness,54 in 
Nicaragua more than 30 journalists have reportedly died of 
the virus,55 while in Mexico 12 journalists are reported to have 
died.56 Many of these deaths can be attributed to both a scar-
city of personal protective equipment and the fact that many 
journalists are forced to purchase their own equipment.57 In 
a particularly condemnable development, Honduran journal-
ist David Romero, director of the media outlets Radio Globo 
and Globo TV, died on July 19 after contracting Covid-19 in 
prison. Romero was sentenced to 10 years in prison in 2019 
for reporting on matters of public interest, and the Honduran 
state failed to comply with precautionary measures issued by 
the IACHR recommending the suspension of his sentence.58  

The pandemic is also exacerbating existing issues of proper 
funding and resources for the press, and journalists employed 

in both national and local media have suffered layoffs and 
salary cuts. In Paraguay on May 5, unemployed press work-
ers protested in the capital after 100 journalists were laid off 
across four media houses.59 In Ecuador, 35 staff members of 
newspaper outlet La Hora were laid off.60 In Chile, there was 
a round of layoffs for press workers at TVN Chile in April, 
mirroring other mass dismissals at Mega, La Red and El Mer-
curio.61 In Colombia, Grupo Semana laid off 250 workers.62 In 
Uruguay, the Asociación de Prensa Uruguaya (APU) reported 
more than 200 journalists dismissed by newspapers and ra-
dio and television stations all over the country.63 In Brazil, 
the Rio de Janeiro newspaper O Dia reduced salaries of its 
employees by 25 percent starting in March.64 This move was 
replicated by one of the largest newspapers in the country, 
O Estado de S. Paulo, which cut salaries by 25 percent in 
May.65 The Colombian daily El Espectador, founded in 1887, 
could reportedly become a weekly due to economic stresses 
exacerbated by the pandemic.66  

At the local level, community news organizations are espe-
cially important in order to provide access to information for 
rural and indigenous communities, including public health in-
formation, and to report on local news that national branches 
do not cover.67 In Puebla, Mexico, five media outlets cut sala-
ries by 20 to 50 percent on account of the pandemic.68 Also in 
Mexico, local newspapers La Crónica de Hoy, Crónica Hidal-
go, and Crónica de Jalisco, part of the Grupo Crónica, ended 
print editions on April 1.69 The Inter-American Press Asso-
ciation (IAPA) expressed its concern in April that Bolivian 
newspapers have mostly moved online.70 According to data 
from the Asociación Colombiana de Medios de Información, 
regional newspapers in Colombia have seen advertising fall 
between 40 and 80 percent since the beginning of the pan-
demic, meaning distribution levels have also declined.71 La 
Opinión de Cúcuta had to close its print edition and move 
fully online, La Patria in Manizales reduced its number of 
pages and took out loans to pay for payroll, and Vanguardia 
in Bucaramanga cut its full time staff from 625 to 280.72 In 
Argentina, editors from 16 local and regional media outlets 
expressed their concern regarding the state of local journal-
ism under Covid-19, noting that governments were behind on 
payments and private advertisers were choosing not to take 
out ads.73 On July 13, 2020, the Federación de Periodistas de 
América Latina y el Caribe denounced the “mass layoffs” of 
media workers in Argentina, Brasil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, 
Honduras, Guatemala, Panamá, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay, 
and called for “urgent actions” by states and media organiza-
tions in response.74

The weakening and, in particular, the disappearance of media 
outlets threatens to be a permanent legacy of the Covid-19 
pandemic with negative impacts on democracy that will last 
well beyond the public health crisis itself.
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Limits on Transparency 
and Access to Information 
Related to Covid-19
To guarantee the right to access to public information en-
shrined in Article 13 of the American Convention on Human 
Rights, states have active and passive obligations in the area 
of government transparency.75 In the context of Covid-19, 
this includes a duty to proactively report in detail on the im-
pact of the pandemic and on emergency spending, and to 
prioritize requests for access to information related to the 
public health emergency while refraining from general limits 
on accessing public information and arbitrary restrictions on 
journalists’ access to official sources. 76  The IACHR recom-
mends that if deadlines for requests for information on mat-
ters not linked to the pandemic have to be extended, govern-
ments should explain the denial, set a time period in which 
the obligation will be met, and allow for appeals against such 
decisions.77 

Such transparency is both essential to public health cam-
paigns and critical to identifying and preventing the corrup-
tion that often thrives on emergency government spending. 
Indeed, the rapid response necessitated by Covid-19 led 
some governments to quickly procure medical supplies 
through large contracts negotiated without normal oversight 
mechanisms.78 Evidence is already emerging of inflated con-
tracts for medical equipment and supplies such as ventila-
tors, masks, and body bags in countries including Colombia, 
Ecuador, Bolivia, and Brazil.79 

Restrictions on Access to Public Information
While 23 countries in the Americas have in place regulato-
ry frameworks and institutions that ensure access to pub-
lic information,80 legal and practical restrictions related to 
Covid-19 have limited the exercise of this right. As of May 
19, a survey by civil society groups found that 83 percent 
of countries in Latin America were not complying with dead-
lines for delivery of information.81 In some countries, the re-
strictions on processing of freedom of information requests 
were significant. In Guatemala, legal deadlines for adminis-
trative processes of freedom of information requests were 
suspended for three months.82 In El Salvador, the government 
suspended all deadlines for administrative processes under 
the original national emergency declaration passed on March 
14.83 El Salvador’s Access to Public Information Agency 
(IAIP), charged with carrying out the Access to Public Infor-
mation Law, suspended all hearings and processes to com-
ply with the state of emergency in place to address Covid-19 
as of March 20.84 As of June 11, IAIP announced that the 

suspension of administrative deadlines for access to infor-
mation requests was no longer in effect and it would again 
process appeals.85  However, the Legislative Assembly again 
suspended deadlines for administrative processes on June 
22.86 The Ombudsperson’s Office in El Salvador received over 
200 complaints for violations of the right to access informa-
tion between March 21 and June 1.87 

In some cases, agencies suspended processing and dead-
lines of freedom of information requests, but later reversed 
course. In Brazil, on March 23, President Bolsonaro issued 
Provisional Measure 928 to suspend the Access to Infor-
mation Law (LAI) for freedom of information requests.88 A 
resolution from the Federal Supreme Tribunal ruled the or-
der unconstitutional and it was overturned. In Argentina, the 
government suspended administrative deadlines on March 
19,89 however on April 14, the Agency for Access to Public 
Information ended this suspension and referenced Reso-
lution 1/20 of the IACHR in its reasoning.90 In Mexico, the 
National Institute for Transparency, Access to Information 
and Personal Data Protection (INAI) suspended its service 
from mid-March until April 30, but the government reported 
creating an open database on Covid-19 in order to fulfill its 
obligations to actively provide public health information.91 In 
Honduras, the Access to Public Information Institute (IAIP) 
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suspended service from late March until late May.92 In Co-
lombia, the government issued Presidential Decree 491 that 
increased the deadline for the government to respond to 
freedom of information requests to 30 days, but never sus-
pended deadlines.93 The Dominican Republic issued Decree 
137-20 suspending administrative procedures and freedom 
of information requests under the state of emergency; the 
state of emergency ended on July 1.94

In addition to placing limits on the administrative process-
ing of freedom of information requests, some governments 
have exploited the pandemic to limit the access of certain 
journalists to government sources. In the United States, 
Vice President Mike Pence briefly prohibited members of 
the White House’s coronavirus task force from appearing on 
CNN and Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, from speaking to the pub-
lic without explicit approval.95 On the state level, Missouri 
Governor Mike Parson barred reporters from attending daily 
press briefings and asked staff to select certain reporters’ 
questions,96 and in Florida, a journalist who previously asked 
for social distancing measures at press briefings by Gover-
nor Ron DeSantis was denied entry to a Covid-19 briefing.97 
In El Salvador, the Asociación de Periodistas de El Salvador 
denounced restrictions on asking questions at press confer-
ences about the Covid-19 crisis, as well as measures taken 

by presidential staff to impede interviews with certain gov-
ernment officials.98 In Nicaragua, independent media and 
international press are barred from Ministry of Health press 
conferences.99 In Guatemala, an open letter by more than 
100 Guatemalan journalists and human rights organizations 
criticized the difficulty of accessing state-held information, 
charging that officials removed several journalists from 
Whatsapp groups after these journalists questioned the or-
igin and location of new Covid-19 cases in the country.100

As described in this section, many (though not all) of the 
restrictions on access to public information introduced at 
the start of the pandemic were subsequently lifted on ac-
count of judicial rulings or pressure from civil society and 
international organizations. This is notable and important. 
Concerns remain, however, that the erosion on the public’s 
right to access information and respect for the principle of 
maximum disclosure under cover of the pandemic could be 
normalized to a degree, weakening these guarantees going 
forward. Following decades of progress in expanding access 
to public information in the Americas, this would represent a 
major setback. 

Proactive Publication of Information on the 
Pandemic and Governments’ Response
Alongside limitations in responding to access to informa-
tion requests, challenges have also emerged in relation to 
the proactive publication of information on the pandemic. 
These shortcomings relate to both public spending on pan-
demic response and the health emergency itself. A study on 
14 Latin American countries by the Alianza Regional Por la 
Libre Expresión e Información found that in 70 percent of 
the countries analyzed, public information on public spend-
ing to address the public health emergency was scarce or 
of poor quality.101 In Venezuela, Nicaragua and Cuba, the re-
port found the absolute absence of this type of information. 
The same study showed that 58 percent of countries did not 
clearly and transparently provide information regarding so-
cial programs, assistance, and resources for especially vul-
nerable sectors hit by the pandemic.102 In the United States, 
more than $500 billion was given to businesses through the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) to address the negative 
impacts of the pandemic on the economy. While the federal 
government initially pledged to report individual loan data, 
on June 10 Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said it would 
not release the names and amount of PPP loans.103 On July 6, 
the Treasury Department and Small Business Administration 
reversed course and disclosed the names of businesses for 
roughly three-fourths of total loan dollars approved.104

Concerns remain that the erosion 

on the public’s right to access 

information and respect for the 

principle of maximum disclosure 

under cover of the pandemic 

could be normalized to a degree, 

weakening these guarantees 

going forward.
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With regard to the pandemic itself, several governments in 
the region have failed to provide accurate statistics on in-
fections and deaths from Covid-19, in some cases purpose-
fully downplaying the spread of disease. In Venezuela, the 
country’s nationwide testing program has been dependent 
on a single Caracas lab to verify positive test results, mean-
ing low testing capabilities and lack of transparency on case 
counts and fatalities.105 The government blocked the Nation-
al Assembly’s web portal on April 22 after the body published 
information regarding Covid-19 cases in the country. Venezu-
ela’s main service provider blocked another 12 websites for 
linking to this information.106 

In El Salvador, media outlets and journalists have reported 
inability to get information from health officials about “diffi-
culties in the provision of protective equipment and reliable 
figures for confirmed coronavirus cases and deaths.”107 

In Nicaragua, until May 25, President Ortega only recognized 
25 cases and eight fatalities, declaring, “we have been able to 
counter the pandemic.”108 Citizens Observatory, a Nicaraguan 
NGO and volunteer group of public health workers, is track-
ing likely cases and deaths and has consistently placed the 
true number of infections and fatalities much higher than the 
government-reported figures.109 As of mid-July, Ortega gov-
ernment claimed only 99 Covid-19 deaths while the Citizens 
Observatory documented 2,397 likely deaths.110 According to 
a Human Rights Watch report, health authorities in Nicaragua 

are carrying out hurried burials and misclassifying Covid-19 
deaths as “atypical pneumonia.”111 The IACHR has criticized 
the lack of transparency and information in Nicaragua in re-
lation to the pandemic.112 

In Brazil, the health ministry stopped reporting on cumula-
tive totals of deaths and infections on June 5 as the number 
of daily cases hit record levels. The Supreme Court ruled on 
June 9 that the full set of information previously published 
needed to be reinstated by the health ministry, which subse-
quently complied.113 In Guatemala, President Giammettei in-
dicated that the government would only provide the age and 
gender of Covid-19 victims so the media would not “make a 
fuss.”114

In contrast, countries including Costa Rica, Ecuador, the 
Dominican Republic and Paraguay have earned plaudits for 
providing the public with comprehensive and accurate infor-
mation on the Covid-19 crisis.115 Good transparency practic-
es on the part of these governments have included the use 
of specific platforms or websites for Covid-19 information, 
frequent updates to statistics and information, the ability to 
trace the complete process of public contracts and spend-
ing, and information published in an open data format. To en-
sure transparency of public spending on Covid-19 response, 
Paraguay established a platform to track contracts for an-
ti-coronavirus measures based on a data visualization tool 
developed by the Inter-American Development Bank.116 

Photo credit: Marcos Corrêa / PR / Brasil / CC BY 2.0
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Addressing Covid-19 
Misinformation and 
Disinformation
The spread of misinformation online regarding the Covid-19 
pandemic led the WHO to refer to the public health emergen-
cy as an “infodemic,” or “an over-abundance of information 
– some accurate and some not – that makes it hard for peo-
ple to find trustworthy sources and reliable guidance when 
they need it.”117 Prominent examples include false origin sto-
ries about the disease itself and advocacy of cures that are 
not scientifically proven and can be harmful. UNESCO has 
identified nine key areas of Covid-related-misinformation: 
1) origins and spread of Covid-19; 2) false and misleading 
statistics; 3) economic impacts; 4) discrediting of journalists 
and credible news outlets; 5) medical science, symptoms, 
diagnosis and treatment; 6) impacts on society and the en-
vironment; 7) politicization; 8) content driven by fraudulent 
financial gain; 9) and celebrity-focused disinformation.118 

Demand for information is especially high in the context of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, given its novel nature and severe 
health risks. As such, misinformation and deliberate disinfor-
mation (the “mass dissemination of false information with 
the intent to deceive the public and with the knowledge of its 
falsehood”119) can be extremely harmful to public health. Se-

nior government officials in particular have a responsibility 
to inform the public with “diligence” and provide “reasoned 
reports that are science-based.”120 In addition to faithfully 
informing the public, both governments and internet plat-
forms have a duty to counter and be transparent about mis-
information regarding the pandemic.121 In doing so, however, 
states must respect their freedom of expression obligations, 
refraining for example from censorship or resorting to crim-
inal sanctions. As UN High Commissioner Bachelet has ob-
served, “It is important to counter misinformation, but shut-
ting down the free exchange of ideas and information not 
only violates rights, it undermines trust. False information 
about COVID-19 poses a huge risk to people. But so do bad 
policy decisions.”122

Misinformation from Government Officials
The first duty of public officials is to take “special care” in the 
information they themselves share with the public regarding 
the pandemic.123 This is due to the high level of credibility 
that the public assigns to information from the authorities.124 
It is essential that governments provide truthful information 
about the nature of the threat posed by the coronavirus.125 

Nevertheless, in several cases, senior government officials in 
the Americas have disseminated false information regarding 
the pandemic. UN High Commissioner Bachelet singled out 
Brazil, Nicaragua, and the United States as countries where 
official statements “that deny the reality of viral contagion…
may intensify the severity of the pandemic.”126 

In the United States, President Trump has touted false treat-
ments for Covid-19, such as suggesting that that disinfec-
tants and ultraviolet light were possible cures.127 He has also 
repeated in several instances that hydroxychloroquine could 
be used to treat Covid-19, despite scientific evidence to the 
contrary.128 In Brazil, President Bolsonaro criticized social 
distancing as an effective measure to prevent Covid-19 and 
called for its end.129 He also promoted hydroxychloroquine 
as a method for curing the virus.130 In Venezuela, Nicolás 
Maduro originally claimed that Covid-19 was created to 
wage biological warfare against China.131 He tweeted a reci-
pe for a ginger lemon tea purported to have anti-coronavirus 
benefits.132 A member of Venezuela’s National Constituent 
Assembly claimed on television that Covid-19 is a disease 
created by the United States.133 The Nicaraguan government 
is also engaged in disinformation campaigns to downplay 
the threat of Covid-19. It has vastly understated the number 
of cases in the country, discouraged closures and social dis-
tancing, and organized large events such as a “Love in the 
Time of Covid-19” parade.134 

The spread of misinformation 
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Government Overreach in Combating 
Misinformation

As discussed, governments have both a legitimate interest 
and a responsibility to counter misinformation regarding 
the pandemic in order to equip citizens with the informa-
tion they need to protect their own and their communities’ 
health. However, such measures must be compatible with 
respect for freedom of expression, including the American 
Convention’s prohibition on prior censorship and the IACHR’s 
recommendation that states refrain from criminalizing the 
dissemination of misinformation, “which due to the nature of 
the phenomenon would be vague or ambiguous” and could 
criminalize observations or critiques about the government 
by establishing a legal instrument “with a strong chilling ef-
fect on the dissemination of ideas, criticism, and information 
for fear of being subjected to a criminal process.”135 

National and subnational governments in the Americas have 
in some cases sought to employ criminal law mechanisms 
against those who spread misinformation regarding the 
pandemic. Colombia and Argentina have employed “cyber 
patrols” with the aim of identifying accounts spreading false 
information.136 In Argentina, authorities opened at least 12 
criminal cases for “public intimidation,” a crime eligible for 
six years in prison, against individuals accused of spreading 
false information on the pandemic.137 In Colombia, the gov-
ernment announced it was able to identify 128 sources of 
fake news through their cyber patrols, suspending 176 online 
pages.138 

Bolivia’s Interior Minister also announced the use of a cyber 
patrol run by the armed forces, police and his own staff with 
the aim of identifying and prosecuting those deemed to be 
spreading misinformation” during the Covid-19 outbreak.139 
In Peru, the Ministry of Justice indicated that those who mis-
inform the public with false news in order to obtain a benefit 
or disturb the public peace would be punished with impris-
onment of up to 6 years, while in Guatemala, the government 

announced the possibility of accusing people of sedition if it 
was understood that they created panic through social net-
works.140 The national legislature in Paraguay proposed a bill 
on March 18 that would sanction those who spread “false 
news” during the Covid-19 pandemic. However, this bill was 
withdrawn on April 1 amid concerns that it would violate free-
dom of expression and freedom of the press.141 

In Brazil, the state of Paraíba adopted a law establishing 
fines of up to R$10,000 for those who share “fake news” 
about Covid-19. The Brazilian Association of Investigative 
Journalism (Abraji) said the legislation fails to define “fake 
news” and poses a threat to freedom of expression.142 In 
addition, on June 30 the Brazilian Senate passed legislation 
to combat so-called “fake news” that is now pending in the 
country’s Chamber of Deputies. Though not directly pandem-
ic-related, it is being debated in the context of extensive on-
line misinformation regarding Covid-19. The legislation has 
been criticized by UN and IACHR special mandate holders, 
human rights organizations, and major internet platforms for 
its impact on privacy and freedom of expression.143 President 
Bolsonaro has said he will veto the legislation in its current 
form.144 

Responses by Internet Platforms

As the primary vector for the spread of misinformation and 
disinformation is the Internet, large content platforms have 
come under pressure to combat false information. In doing 
so, they also face a countervailing pressure to refrain from 
becoming censors or arbiters of truth. Generally speaking, 
measures taken by platforms in response to disinformation 
fall into five categories: (1) limiting the reach of false news/
information; (2) demonetization; (3) addressing inauthentic 
behavior; (4) contextualization; and (5) transparency.145 In 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic, major platforms have 
applied, and in some cases, expanded the use of such mea-
sures. The analysis here includes a non-exhaustive sampling 
of such initiatives, with a focus on platform efforts to limit 
the reach of false information through content moderation 

Demand for information is especially high in the context of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, given its novel nature and severe health 

risks. As such, misinformation and deliberate disinformation 

can be extremely harmful to public health.
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and removal and to contextualize such information by pro-
moting verified public health content from sources such as 
the WHO.  

To limit the reach of false information regarding the pan-
demic, platforms have employed content moderation and 
fact-checking efforts. On April 28, for example, YouTube 
expanded the use of “fact check information panels” that 
were previously launched in Brazil and India, to highlight fact-
checked articles in certain searches.146 Twitter announced 
on May 11 that it would begin adding warning labels under 
tweets with disputed or misleading information about Covid-
19.147 Facebook began showing messages in the news feeds 
of users who interact with harmful Covid-19 claims. The mes-
sages direct users to a list of Covid-19 myths debunked by 
the WHO.148

Platforms also introduced guidelines for removing harmful 
Covid-19 related content. On March 18, Twitter said it would 
“require users to remove tweets that could fuel the spread 
of the novel coronavirus” as part of new community guide-
lines.149 These include tweets that deny expert guidance, en-
courage use of fake treatments, and mislead the public by 
purporting to be from experts or authorities. Between March 
18 and April 1, Twitter removed more than 1100 misleading 
and potentially harmful tweets about Covid-19.150  Face-
book’s new policy removes coronavirus-related disinforma-
tion that is fact-checked and considered “harmful.”151 In April, 
Facebook shut down some event pages for anti-quarantine 
protests in the United States.152 Facebook also began remov-
ing posts calling for 5G masts to be attacked, a response to 
a conspiracy theory that 5G technology was accelerating the 
spread of the virus or that it weakened immune systems.153 

YouTube announced it would remove medical misinforma-
tion regarding Covid-19, with repeated infractions leading 
to deletion of a user’s channel.154 In early May, YouTube de-
leted the account of popular conspiracy theorist David Icke 
over his repetition of the hoax that 5G mobile networks are 
spreading Covid-19.155 

In addition to actively labeling and in some cases removing 
Covid-19 related misinformation, platforms have taken steps 
to promote reliable information from the WHO and public 
health authorities. Early in the pandemic, Twitter introduced 
a prompt that directs users who search for coronavirus relat-
ed-information to content from the WHO or national health 
authorities in more than 70 countries.156 On March 6, Google 
implemented an SOS alert in “search” that redirects users to 
the WHO for Covid-19 questions.157 In an April 17 interview, 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg said that Facebook had directed over 
two billion people towards their “Covid information center” 
filled with public health information.158 

The use of content moderation and removal by platforms has 
drawn both praise and scrutiny. Some have called on plat-
forms to do more to protect users from false information 
regarding the pandemic, while others have accused them of 
censorship for removing legitimate content.159 This is reflec-
tive of both the difficult policy balance that platforms must 
strike and also the technical challenge of reviewing millions 
of pieces of content. 

Additional concerns have been expressed regarding the clar-
ity and consistency of platforms’ policies, particularly as ap-
plied to the thorny issue of misinformation emanating from 
public officials. Twitter removed misinformation on Covid-19 
treatments by the presidents of Brazil and Venezuela, for ex-
ample, including a video of President Bolsonaro endorsing 
hydroxychloroquine.160 Facebook also removed the video.161 
Rudy Giuliani, President Trump’s personal lawyer, had his 
Twitter account temporarily suspended for quoting a con-
servative activist claiming, “hydroxychloroquine has been 
shown to have a 100% effective rate treating Covid-19.”162 
In April, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube declined to remove 
video of President Trump suggesting that disinfectants and 
ultraviolet light were possible treatments for the virus, on the 
rationale that he did not specifically direct people to pursue 
the unproven treatments.163 In August, Facebook and Twitter 
took more aggressive action and removed videos posted by 
President Trump’s official campaign accounts in which the 
President claimed children were immune to Covid-19.164

RELEVANT 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
FROM HUMAN RIGHTS BODIES

The following is a brief compilation of recommendations for protecting freedom of expression 
during the Covid-19 pandemic issued by international human rights bodies. They are reproduced 
here in light of their relevance to the challenges highlighted in the foregoing sections of this report.   

The recommendations reflect the existing consensus regarding the parameters for state action in 
relation to freedom of expression in the context of Covid-19. At the same time, the pandemic has 
produced or accentuated a number of developments—from government stigmatization of pub-
lic health reporting to innovations in content moderation by internet platforms—that will require 
additional reflection to ensure that freedom of expression standards are responsive to the novel 
circumstances of a global pandemic. 

•	 “States are able to restrict some rights to protect public health under human rights law…[T]he 
restrictions need to be necessary, proportionate, and non-discriminatory. They also need to be 
limited in duration and key safeguards against excesses must be put in place.”165

•	 “Honor the prohibition on prior censorship and refrain from total or partial blocking of media 
sites, platforms or private Internet accounts.”166 

•	 “No media worker should be in prison by reason of their work…It is critical that any state that 
continues to criminalize journalism, including under the guise of prohibiting defamation or 
countering terrorism, does not pursue cases during the pandemic given the additional risk 
posed by detention. Over the long term, it is also critical that states repeal any laws criminal-
izing journalism.”167 

PRESSURE ON JOURNALISM AND FREE SPEECH 
IN THE CONTEXT OF COVID-19
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•	 “During the pandemic it is essential that government officials avoid denigrating those who will 
be reporting information regarding public health steps that individuals should be taking.”168 

•	 “In support of the news industry, media organization should be offered support: By technology 
companies – through donations, sharing of advertising revenue; By governments – through 
inclusion in economic rescue packages, tax relief, subsidies, donation, or stimulus packages; 
Guarantees of editorial independence and a plurality of media must be part of the package.”169

•	 “It is essential that governments provide truthful information about the nature of the threat 
posed by the coronavirus…provide reliable information in accessible formats to all, with par-
ticular focus on ensuring access to information by those with limited internet access or where 
disability makes access challenging.”170  

•	 “We urge all governments to robustly implement their freedom of information laws to ensure 
that all individuals, especially journalists, have access to information.”171

•	 “Governments should be enabling [media workers] to continue their work, including, where 
appropriate, by classifying it as essential. When conducting their work, media should be 
provided with protections deemed necessary in the pandemic, such as protective masks 
and other relevant gear. An enabling environment also involves the holding of open press 
conferences that include independent media and ensuring that all media outlets, not just 
State-owned media, have access to public officials and other information sources.”172

TRANSPARENCY AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
RELATED TO COVID-19
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•	 “It is essential that governments and internet companies address disinformation in the 
first instance by themselves providing reliable information. That may come in the form of 
robust public messaging, support for public service announcements, and emergency support 
for public broadcasting and local journalism (for instance, through government health 
advertisements).”173

•	 “The principles of legality and necessity should be applied to any approach to disinformation. 
In particular, ‘disinformation’ is an extraordinarily elusive concept to define in law, susceptible 
to providing executive authorities with excessive discretion to determine what is disinforma-
tion, what is a mistake, what is truth…In other words, the penalization of disinformation is 
disproportionate, failing to achieve its goal of tamping down disinformation while instead de-
terring individuals from sharing what could be valuable information.”174

•	 “State actors should not make, sponsor, encourage or further disseminate statements which 
they know or reasonably should know to be false (disinformation) or which demonstrate a 
reckless disregard for verifiable information (propaganda). State actors should, in accordance 
with their domestic and international legal obligations and their public duties, take care to 
ensure that they disseminate reliable and trustworthy information, including about matters of 
public interest, such as the economy, public health, security and the environment.”175

•	 “In seeking to meet their responsibilities to prevent or mitigate human rights harms during 
the pandemic, it is essential that the [social media] companies conduct ongoing due diligence 
to determine the impact their content policies are having on the rights to health and to life. 
Given the nature of the public threat, they should aim towards maximum transparency of 
their policies and engage, on an urgent basis, not only with public health authorities but with 
affected communities wherever they operate. They should especially review their policies 
and practices to ensure that content moderators are available as soon as possible to review 
COVID-19 information, as reliance solely on automation may have a deleterious impact on 
health and human rights.”176

COVID-19 MISINFORMATION AND DISINFORMATION



Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas20

ENDNOTES

1	 “Advisory Opinion OC-5/85: Compulsory Membership in 
an Association Prescribed by Law for the Practice of Journalism,” 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights para. 70, November 
13, 1985, available at http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/
seriea_05_ing.pdf.
2	 “COVID-19: Exceptional measures should not be cover 
for human rights abuses and violations – Bachelet,” United Nations 
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, April 27, 2020, 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.as-
px?NewsID=25828&LangID=E.
3	 “American Convention on Human Rights ‘Pact of San 
Jose, Costa Rica,’” Organization of American States, article 13, 
November 22, 1969, available at https://www.oas.org/dil/trea-
ties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.pdf.
4	 States have also established restrictions to the rights of 
movement and association. Given the complexity of each of these 
rights and their limitations under the pandemic, these freedoms 
should each be given their own separate reports. Therefore, this 
report focuses specifically on the state of freedom of expression 
in the region during this health crisis.  
5	 David Kaye, “Disease pandemics and the freedom of 
opinion and expression: Report of the Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression,” United Nations, April 23, 2020, https://undocs.org/A/
HRC/44/49.
6	 “ONLINE EVENT: Voices in the Pandemic – Covid-19 
and Freedom of Expression in the Americas,” Inter-American Dia-
logue, May 20, 2020, https://www.thedialogue.org/events/online-
event-voices-in-the-pandemic-covid-19-and-freedom-of-expres-
sion-in-the-americas/.
7	 See footnote 5.
8	 “COVID-19 Guidance,” United Nations Human Rights 
Office of the High Commissioner, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/New-
sEvents/Pages/COVID19Guidance.aspx.
9	 “American Convention on Human Rights ‘Pact of San 
Jose, Costa Rica,’” Organization of American States, article 13, 
November 22, 1969, available at https://www.oas.org/dil/trea-
ties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.pdf. The In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights also allows for 
derogation under these terms as long as restrictions are lawful, 
necessary, and proportionate. “International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights,” United Nations Human Rights Office of the High 
Commissioner, December 16, 1966, https://www.ohchr.org/en/
professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx.
10	  “Recent actions regarding Multilateral Treaties,” Or-
ganization of American States, http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/
inter_american_treaties_recent_actions.asp.
11	  See “Pandemic and Human Rights in the Americas: 
Resolution 1/2020,” Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, 
sec. B.2 and para. C(3)(g), April 10, 2020, available at http://www.
oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-20-en.pdf.
12	  “Pandemic and Human Rights in the Americas: Res-

olution 1/2020,” Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, 
April 10, 2020, http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolu-
tion-1-20-en.pdf.
13	  “Press release R78/20: IACHR and its SR FOE express con-
cern about restrictions on freedom of expression and access to infor-
mation in States’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic,” Inter-Ameri-
can Commission on Human Rights, April 18, 2020, http://www.oas.
org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=1173&lID=1.
14	  “Press release R78/20: IACHR and its SR FOE express con-
cern about restrictions on freedom of expression and access to infor-
mation in States’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic,” Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights, April 18, 2020, http://www.oas.org/
en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=1173&lID=1; “COVID-19: 
Exceptional measures should not be cover for human rights abuses 
and violations – Bachelet,” United Nations Human Rights Office of 
the High Commissioner, April 27, 2020, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/
NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25828&LangID=E; 
David Kaye, “Disease pandemics and the freedom of opinion and 
expression: Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression,” United 
Nations, April 23, 2020, https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/49.
15	  See footnote 2.
16	  Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expres-
sion and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, “The In-
ter-American Legal Framework regarding the Right to Freedom of Ex-
pression,” Organization of American States, para. 114,  December 30, 
2009, http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/
INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20
RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20
PORTADA.pdf.
17	  Reynaldo Mozo Zambrano, “Excarcelan a periodista 
Darvinson Rojas después de 13 días de prisión,” Efecto Cocuyo, April 
2, 2020, https://efectococuyo.com/la-humanidad/excarcelan-a-peri-
odista-darvison-rojas-despues-de-13-dias-de-prision/; “Press release 
R78/20: IACHR and its SR FOE express concern about restrictions on 
freedom of expression and access to information in States’ response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic,” Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights, April 18, 2020, http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/
showarticle.asp?artID=1173&lID=1.
18	  “Venezuela: Prisoner of Conscience Remains on Trial,” 
Amnesty International, April 3, 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/
documents/amr53/2096/2020/en/.
19	  “Cómo el coronavirus puede favorecer el crecimiento y 
la consolidación del autoritarismo,” Infobae, March 30, 2020, https://
www.infobae.com/america/mundo/2020/03/31/como-el-coronavi-
rus-puede-favorecer-el-crecimiento-y-la-consolidacion-del-autorita-
rismo/.
20	  See footnote 13.
21	  IFEX Latin American & Caribbean Alliance, “Joint State-
ment on Cuban Decree 370 and Limits on Freedom of Expression,” 
IFEX, May 6, 2020, https://ifex.org/joint-statement-on-cuban-decree-
370-and-limits-on-freedom-of-expression/.
22	  See footnote 13.

http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/seriea_05_ing.pdf
http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/seriea_05_ing.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25828&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25828&LangID=E
https://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.pdf
https://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.pdf
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/49
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/49
https://www.thedialogue.org/events/online-event-voices-in-the-pandemic-covid-19-and-freedom-of-expression-in-the-americas/
https://www.thedialogue.org/events/online-event-voices-in-the-pandemic-covid-19-and-freedom-of-expression-in-the-americas/
https://www.thedialogue.org/events/online-event-voices-in-the-pandemic-covid-19-and-freedom-of-expression-in-the-americas/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/COVID19Guidance.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/COVID19Guidance.aspx
https://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.pdf
https://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_recent_actions.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_recent_actions.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-20-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-20-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-20-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-20-en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25828&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25828&LangID=E
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/49
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf
https://efectococuyo.com/la-humanidad/excarcelan-a-periodista-darvison-rojas-despues-de-13-dias-de-prision/
https://efectococuyo.com/la-humanidad/excarcelan-a-periodista-darvison-rojas-despues-de-13-dias-de-prision/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/2096/2020/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/2096/2020/en/
https://www.infobae.com/america/mundo/2020/03/31/como-el-coronavirus-puede-favorecer-el-crecimiento-y-la-consolidacion-del-autoritarismo/
https://www.infobae.com/america/mundo/2020/03/31/como-el-coronavirus-puede-favorecer-el-crecimiento-y-la-consolidacion-del-autoritarismo/
https://www.infobae.com/america/mundo/2020/03/31/como-el-coronavirus-puede-favorecer-el-crecimiento-y-la-consolidacion-del-autoritarismo/
https://www.infobae.com/america/mundo/2020/03/31/como-el-coronavirus-puede-favorecer-el-crecimiento-y-la-consolidacion-del-autoritarismo/
https://ifex.org/joint-statement-on-cuban-decree-370-and-limits-on-freedom-of-expression/
https://ifex.org/joint-statement-on-cuban-decree-370-and-limits-on-freedom-of-expression/


REPORT | AUGUST 2020

21Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas

23	  See “Decreto Supremo N˚ 4200,” Government of Bolivia, 
https://www.boliviasegura.gob.bo/archivos/4200.doc.pdf. Article 
13 Paragraph II states, “Las personas que inciten el incumplimiento 
del presente Decreto Supremo o desinformen o generen incertidum-
bre a la población, serán sujeto de denuncia penal por la comisión 
de delitos contra la salud pública. Paragraph V of Article 13 states, 
“Las personas que cometan delitos contra la salud pública serán 
pasibles a la privación de libertad de uno (1) a diez (10) años, con-
forme lo dispuesto por el Código Penal.” The government subse-
quently adopted Decree 4231 on May 7. This decree modified the 
aforementioned provision of Decree 4200 with the following text: 
“Individuals who incite noncompliance with this Supreme Decree or 
disseminate information of any kind, whether written, printed, artis-
tic, and/or through any other means place at risk or affect public 
health, generating uncertainty in the population, will be denounced 
for violations of crimes established in the Criminal Code.” Decree 
4231, approved on May 7, added a “Disposición Adicional Única” 
that modified Paragraph II of Article 7 of Decree 4199 and Para-
graph II of Article 13 of Decree 4200 with the following text: “Las 
personas que inciten el incumplimiento del presente Decreto Su-
premo o difundan información de cualquier índole, sea en forma 
escrita, impresa, artística y/o por cualquier otro procedimiento que 
pongan en riesgo o afecten a la salud pública, generando incerti-
dumbre en la población, serán pasibles a denuncias por la comisión 
de delitos tipificados en el Código Penal.” See “Decreto Supremo N˚ 
4231,” Government of Bolivia, https://boliviasegura.gob.bo/archi-
vos/4231.doc.pdf.
24	  The IACHR and Special Rapporteurship referenced De-
cree 4200 in recalling that governments “should not create criminal 
offenses to sanction the dissemination of disinformation or false 
news, considering that the introduction of criminal offenses could 
bring the region back to a logic of criminalizing expressions on 
officials or matters of public interest and establish a tool with a 
strong inhibitory effect on the dissemination of ideas, criticism, and 
information.” “Press release R78/20: IACHR and its SR FOE express 
concern about restrictions on freedom of expression and access 
to information in States’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic,” In-
ter-American Commission on Human Rights, April 18, 2020, http://
www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?lID=1&ar-
tID=1173; See also “Bolivia: COVID-19 Decree Threatens Free Ex-
pression,” Human Rights Watch, April 7, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/
news/2020/04/07/bolivia-covid-19-decree-threatens-free-expres-
sion.
25	  “Decreto Supremo 4236,” Government of Bolivia, May 
14, 2020, http://www.gacetaoficialdebolivia.gob.bo/edicions/
view/1269NEC;
Viceministerio de Comunicación,“ Gobierno deroga artículos del De-
creto Supremo 4231 que generaron susceptibilidad sobre la libertad 
de expresión,” Government of Bolivia, May 14, 2020, https://www.
comunicacion.gob.bo/?q=20200514/29420; MaisaFernandezS, 
“La Misión Permanente del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia ante la 
OEA comunicó a la CIDH que el gobierno de Bolivia deroga la Dis-

posición Adicional Única del Decreto Supremo N˚ 4231, de 7 mayo 
de 2020 y anteriores disposiciones,” Tweet, May 14, 2020, https://
twitter.com/MaisaFernandezS/status/1261034974611935232?ref_
src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E12
61034974611935232%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fe-
ju.tv%2F2020%2F05%2Fgobierno-deroga-polemico-decre-
to-4231-que-restringia-la-difusion-de-informacion-en-bolivia%2F; 
ArturoMurillo, “A solicitud de organizaciones de DDHH y medios 
de comunicación, hemos derogado los artículos de decretos que 
creaba susceptibilidad sobre libertad de prensa. Respetamos y de-
fendemos la libertad, así como defendemos y respetamos la de-
mocracia,” Tweet, May 14, 2020 https://twitter.com/ArturoMurilloS/
status/1261032716545515522.
26	  “Bolivia: Government Must Refrain from Harassing and 
Threatening Political Opponents and Respect Judicial Indepen-
dence,” Amnesty International, May 29, 2020, https://www.amnesty.
org/download/Documents/AMR1824282020ENGLISH.pdf.
27	  “Abiertas causas penales por desinformación sobre 
coronavirus en Argentina,” Infobae, April 17, 2020, https://www.
infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/17/abiertas-causas-pe-
nales-por-desinformacion-sobre-coronavirus-en-argentina/; “Press 
release R78/20: IACHR and its SR FOE express concern about re-
strictions on freedom of expression and access to information in 
States’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic,” Inter-American Com-
mission on Human Rights, April 18, 2020, http://www.oas.org/en/
iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?lID=1&artID=1173.
28	   Juan Luis González, “Advertencia de la CIDH a Frederic: 
‘Preocupación’ por el ciberpatrullaje,” Noticias Perfil, April 19, 2020, 
https://noticias.perfil.com/noticias/politica/advertencia-de-la-ci-
dh-a-frederic-expresan-preocupacion-por-el-ciberpatrullaje.phtm-
l?fb_comment_id=3753178441390679_3759600360748487.
29	 “Diosdado Cabello amenazó a la Academia de Cien-
cias Físicas, Matemáticas y Naturales,” El Nacional, May 14, 
2020, https://www.elnacional.com/venezuela/diosdado-cabel-
lo-amenazo-a-la-academia-de-ciencias-fisicas-matematicas-y-natu-
rales/.
30	 PDDHElSalvador, “Pronunciamiento de #ProcuradorD-
DHH #ApolonioTobar ante restricciones a #LibertadDePrensa 
y #LibertadDeExpresión en el contexto de la emergencia por la 
pandemia #COVID-19,” Tweet, April 2, 2020, https://twitter.com/
PDDHElSalvador/status/1245827588439838721?ref_src=tws-
rc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwgr%5E393535353b-
6 3 6 f 6 e 7 4 7 2 6 f 6 c & r e f _ u r l = h t t p s % 3 A % 2 F % 2 F w w w .
dw.com%2Fes%2Fel-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-pren-
sa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus%2Fa-53001593. 
31	 Cinthya Tórrez García, “UNAN-Managua despide a inves-
tigadores del Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios de la Salud, CIES, 
en medio de una pandemic,” La Prensa, April 23, 2020, https://www.
laprensa.com.ni/2020/04/23/nacionales/2666178-unan-mana-
gua-despide-a-investigadores-del-centro-de-investigaciones-y-estu-
dios-de-la-salud-cies-en-medio-de-una-pandemia.
32	 Ibid.

https://www.boliviasegura.gob.bo/archivos/4200.doc.pdf
https://boliviasegura.gob.bo/archivos/4231.doc.pdf
https://boliviasegura.gob.bo/archivos/4231.doc.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?lID=1&artID=1173
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?lID=1&artID=1173
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?lID=1&artID=1173
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/07/bolivia-covid-19-decree-threatens-free-expression
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/07/bolivia-covid-19-decree-threatens-free-expression
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/07/bolivia-covid-19-decree-threatens-free-expression
http://www.gacetaoficialdebolivia.gob.bo/edicions/view/1269NEC
http://www.gacetaoficialdebolivia.gob.bo/edicions/view/1269NEC
https://www.comunicacion.gob.bo/?q=20200514/29420
https://www.comunicacion.gob.bo/?q=20200514/29420
https://twitter.com/MaisaFernandezS/status/1261034974611935232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1261034974611935232%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Feju.tv%2F2020%2F05%2Fgobierno-deroga-polemico-decreto-4231-que-restringia-la-difusion-de-informacion-en-bolivia%2F
https://twitter.com/MaisaFernandezS/status/1261034974611935232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1261034974611935232%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Feju.tv%2F2020%2F05%2Fgobierno-deroga-polemico-decreto-4231-que-restringia-la-difusion-de-informacion-en-bolivia%2F
https://twitter.com/MaisaFernandezS/status/1261034974611935232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1261034974611935232%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Feju.tv%2F2020%2F05%2Fgobierno-deroga-polemico-decreto-4231-que-restringia-la-difusion-de-informacion-en-bolivia%2F
https://twitter.com/MaisaFernandezS/status/1261034974611935232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1261034974611935232%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Feju.tv%2F2020%2F05%2Fgobierno-deroga-polemico-decreto-4231-que-restringia-la-difusion-de-informacion-en-bolivia%2F
https://twitter.com/MaisaFernandezS/status/1261034974611935232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1261034974611935232%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Feju.tv%2F2020%2F05%2Fgobierno-deroga-polemico-decreto-4231-que-restringia-la-difusion-de-informacion-en-bolivia%2F
https://twitter.com/MaisaFernandezS/status/1261034974611935232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1261034974611935232%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Feju.tv%2F2020%2F05%2Fgobierno-deroga-polemico-decreto-4231-que-restringia-la-difusion-de-informacion-en-bolivia%2F
https://twitter.com/ArturoMurilloS/status/1261032716545515522
https://twitter.com/ArturoMurilloS/status/1261032716545515522
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR1824282020ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AMR1824282020ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/17/abiertas-causas-penales-por-desinformacion-sobre-coronavirus-en-argentina/
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/17/abiertas-causas-penales-por-desinformacion-sobre-coronavirus-en-argentina/
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/17/abiertas-causas-penales-por-desinformacion-sobre-coronavirus-en-argentina/
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?lID=1&artID=1173
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?lID=1&artID=1173
https://noticias.perfil.com/noticias/politica/advertencia-de-la-cidh-a-frederic-expresan-preocupacion-por-el-ciberpatrullaje.phtml?fb_comment_id=3753178441390679_3759600360748487
https://noticias.perfil.com/noticias/politica/advertencia-de-la-cidh-a-frederic-expresan-preocupacion-por-el-ciberpatrullaje.phtml?fb_comment_id=3753178441390679_3759600360748487
https://noticias.perfil.com/noticias/politica/advertencia-de-la-cidh-a-frederic-expresan-preocupacion-por-el-ciberpatrullaje.phtml?fb_comment_id=3753178441390679_3759600360748487
https://www.elnacional.com/venezuela/diosdado-cabello-amenazo-a-la-academia-de-ciencias-fisicas-matematicas-y-naturales/
https://www.elnacional.com/venezuela/diosdado-cabello-amenazo-a-la-academia-de-ciencias-fisicas-matematicas-y-naturales/
https://www.elnacional.com/venezuela/diosdado-cabello-amenazo-a-la-academia-de-ciencias-fisicas-matematicas-y-naturales/
https://twitter.com/PDDHElSalvador/status/1245827588439838721?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwgr%5E393535353b636f6e74726f6c&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dw.com%2Fes%2Fel-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus%2Fa-53001593
https://twitter.com/PDDHElSalvador/status/1245827588439838721?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwgr%5E393535353b636f6e74726f6c&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dw.com%2Fes%2Fel-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus%2Fa-53001593
https://twitter.com/PDDHElSalvador/status/1245827588439838721?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwgr%5E393535353b636f6e74726f6c&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dw.com%2Fes%2Fel-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus%2Fa-53001593
https://twitter.com/PDDHElSalvador/status/1245827588439838721?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwgr%5E393535353b636f6e74726f6c&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dw.com%2Fes%2Fel-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus%2Fa-53001593
https://twitter.com/PDDHElSalvador/status/1245827588439838721?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwgr%5E393535353b636f6e74726f6c&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dw.com%2Fes%2Fel-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus%2Fa-53001593
https://twitter.com/PDDHElSalvador/status/1245827588439838721?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwgr%5E393535353b636f6e74726f6c&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dw.com%2Fes%2Fel-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus%2Fa-53001593
https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/04/23/nacionales/2666178-unan-managua-despide-a-investigadores-del-centro-de-investigaciones-y-estudios-de-la-salud-cies-en-medio-de-una-pandemia
https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/04/23/nacionales/2666178-unan-managua-despide-a-investigadores-del-centro-de-investigaciones-y-estudios-de-la-salud-cies-en-medio-de-una-pandemia
https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/04/23/nacionales/2666178-unan-managua-despide-a-investigadores-del-centro-de-investigaciones-y-estudios-de-la-salud-cies-en-medio-de-una-pandemia
https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/04/23/nacionales/2666178-unan-managua-despide-a-investigadores-del-centro-de-investigaciones-y-estudios-de-la-salud-cies-en-medio-de-una-pandemia


Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas22

33	 Delfina Galarza and Julia D’Arrisso, “El extraño caso 
de Nicaragua: sin cuarantena y con un presidente fantasma que 
rechaza los barbijos,” La Nación, April 27, 2020, https://www.
lanacion.com.ar/el-mundo/coronavirus-el-extrano-caso-de-nica-
ragua-sin-cuarentena-y-con-un-presidente-fantasma-que-recha-
za-los-barbijos-nid2357975.
34	 “Nicaragua: Doctors Fired for Covid-19 Comments: Cas-
es Unreported Amid Government Mismanagement,” Human Rights 
Watch, June 23, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/nic-
aragua-doctors-fired-covid-19-comments.
35	 See footnote 12.
36	 “Honduras’ Undue Restrictions on Expression and Police 
Abuse of Emergency Powers During Covid-19,” Civicus: Monitor, 
May 22, 2020, https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2020/05/22/
honduras-undue-restrictions-expression-and-police-abuse-emer-
gency-powers-during-covid-19/.
37	 Ibid.
38	 Maya Escobar, “Asamblea Legislativa por unanimidad 
declara emergencia nacional por COVID-19 durante 30 días,” Asam-
blea Legislativa, República de el Salvador, March 14, 2020, https://
www.asamblea.gob.sv/node/10179; “El Salvador: denuncian restric-
ciones a la prensa durante emergencia por coronavirus,” Deutsche 
Welle, April 3, 2020, https://www.dw.com/es/el-salvador-denun-
cian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavi-
rus/a-53001593.
39	 “Soldados obligan a periodista a borrar material infor-
mativo,” APES: Asociación de Periodistas de El Salvador, March 
24, 2020, http://apes.org.sv/alertas/soldados-obligan-a-periodis-
ta-a-borrar-material-informativo/.
40	 “Salvadorean authorities must not obstruct coronavirus 
coverage,” Reporters Without Borders, April 11, 2020, https://rsf.
org/en/news/salvadorean-authorities-must-not-obstruct-coronavi-
rus-coverage.
41	 “Agentes de FAES y PNC obstaculizan labor de correspon-
sal de Radio La Voz de Mi Gente,” APES: Asociación de Periodistas 
de El Salvador, April 18, 2020, http://apes.org.sv/alertas/__trashed/.
42	 See, “Inter-American Court of Human Rights: Case of 
Apitz Barbara Et Al. (“First Court of Administrative Disputes”) v. 
Venezuela,” Inter-American Court of Human Rights, August 5, 2008, 
para. 131, available at https://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/casos/artic-
ulos/seriec_182_ing.pdf. See also “Pandemic and Human Rights in 
the Americas: Resolution 1/2020,” Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights, para. 34, April 10, 2020, http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/deci-
sions/pdf/Resolution-1-20-en.pdf.
43	 “Brazil quarterly analysis. President Bolsonaro’s system-
atic attempts to reduce the media to silence,” Reporters Without 
Borders, April 16, 2020, https://rsf.org/en/news/brazil-quarter-
ly-analysis-president-bolsonaros-systematic-attempts-reduce-me-
dia-silence.
44	 Marina Estarque, “On World Press Freedom Day, jour-
nalists are attacked in Brazil during pro-Bolsonaro demonstration,” 
Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas, The University of Tex-

as at Austin, May 4, 2020, https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-
21799-world-press-freedom-day-journalists-are-attacked-brazil-
during-pro-bolsonaro-protest.
45	 Tom Phillips, “Brazil media boycott Bolsonaro residence 
after abuse of reporters,” The Guardian, May 26, 2020, https://www.
theguardian.com/world/2020/may/26/brazil-media-boycott-bol-
sonaro-residence-abuse-of-reporters-suspend-reporting-presi-
dent-supporters.
46	 Andres Schipani and Andrew Jack, “Brazil’s chloroquine 
battles: “They were saying they were going to kill me,” Financial 
Times, May 29, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/e83d47f7-d741-
4bc8-ab70-1f246bd02c7a.
47	 Alonso Urratia y Néstor Jiménez, “AMLO: en México no 
hay periodismo profesional,” La Jornada, April 22, 2020, https://
www.jornada.com.mx/ultimas/politica/2020/04/22/amlo-en-mexi-
co-no-hay-periodismo-profesional-5335.html.
48	 Andrés Manuel López Obrador, “Versión estenográfica 
de la conferencia de prensa matutina del presidente Andrés Man-
uel López Obrador,” AMLO, May 11, 2020, https://lopezobrador.org.
mx/2020/05/11/version-estenografica-de-la-conferencia-de-pren-
sa-matutina-del-presidente-andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-318/; Rey 
Rodríguez, “AMLO critica a la prensa que cuestiona datos oficia-
les sobre covid-19,” CNN, May 11, 2020, https://cnnespanol.cnn.
com/2020/05/11/alerta-amlo-critica-a-la-prensa-que-cuestiona-da-
tos-oficiales-sobre-covid-19/.
49	 REFORMA, “Un hombre que dijo ser integrante del Cártel 
de Sinaloa advirtió ayer que REFORMA “ya sobrepasó la línea” en 
sus críticas al Presidente Andrés Manuel López Obrador y amenazó 
con “volar” el edificio del periódico “si no corrige,” Tweet, May 14, 
2020, https://twitter.com/Reforma/status/1260904148020670464.
50	 “RSF calls on Trump to end attacks on journalists, en-
courages news outlets to assess coverage of COVID-19 briefings,” 
Reporters Without Borders, April 8, 2020, https://rsf.org/en/news/
rsf-calls-trump-end-attacks-journalists-encourages-news-outlets-
assess-coverage-covid-19-briefings.
51	 “Guatemala. Don’t putt he Guatemalan press in quaran-
tine!” Reporters Without Borders, May 8, 2020,  https://rsf.org/en/
news/guatemala-dont-put-guatemalan-press-quarantine.
52	 Armando Mayorga, “’Mentira’: Ortega acusa a prensa 
de Costa Rica por destapar muertes por pandemia,” La Nación,, 
May 25, 2020, https://www.nacion.com/el-pais/salud/mentira-or-
tega-acusa-a-prensa-de-costa-rica-por/BC3YP55CWJDGDDQW-
57MPNKYU3E/story/.
53	 “Press Emblem Campaign (PEC),” Press Emblem Cam-
paign, https://pressemblem.ch/.
54	 “Más de 186 periodistas han muerto por COVID-19, la 
mitad en Latinoamérica,” Efecto Cocuyo, July 1, 2020, https://efec-
tococuyo.com/coronavirus/mas-de-186-periodistas-han-muerto-
por-covid-19-la-mitad-en-latinoamerica/.
55	 Voz de América, “Más de 30 periodistas nicaragüenses 
han contraído Covid-19,” La Prensa, June 12, 2020, https://www.
laprensa.com.ni/2020/06/12/nacionales/2684716-mas-de-30-peri-

https://www.lanacion.com.ar/el-mundo/coronavirus-el-extrano-caso-de-nicaragua-sin-cuarentena-y-con-un-presidente-fantasma-que-rechaza-los-barbijos-nid2357975
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/el-mundo/coronavirus-el-extrano-caso-de-nicaragua-sin-cuarentena-y-con-un-presidente-fantasma-que-rechaza-los-barbijos-nid2357975
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/el-mundo/coronavirus-el-extrano-caso-de-nicaragua-sin-cuarentena-y-con-un-presidente-fantasma-que-rechaza-los-barbijos-nid2357975
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/el-mundo/coronavirus-el-extrano-caso-de-nicaragua-sin-cuarentena-y-con-un-presidente-fantasma-que-rechaza-los-barbijos-nid2357975
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/nicaragua-doctors-fired-covid-19-comments
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/nicaragua-doctors-fired-covid-19-comments
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2020/05/22/honduras-undue-restrictions-expression-and-police-abuse-emergency-powers-during-covid-19/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2020/05/22/honduras-undue-restrictions-expression-and-police-abuse-emergency-powers-during-covid-19/
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2020/05/22/honduras-undue-restrictions-expression-and-police-abuse-emergency-powers-during-covid-19/
https://www.asamblea.gob.sv/node/10179
https://www.asamblea.gob.sv/node/10179
https://www.dw.com/es/el-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus/a-53001593
https://www.dw.com/es/el-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus/a-53001593
https://www.dw.com/es/el-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus/a-53001593
http://apes.org.sv/alertas/soldados-obligan-a-periodista-a-borrar-material-informativo/
http://apes.org.sv/alertas/soldados-obligan-a-periodista-a-borrar-material-informativo/
https://rsf.org/en/news/salvadorean-authorities-must-not-obstruct-coronavirus-coverage
https://rsf.org/en/news/salvadorean-authorities-must-not-obstruct-coronavirus-coverage
https://rsf.org/en/news/salvadorean-authorities-must-not-obstruct-coronavirus-coverage
http://apes.org.sv/alertas/__trashed/
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/casos/articulos/seriec_182_ing.pdf
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/casos/articulos/seriec_182_ing.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-20-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-20-en.pdf
https://rsf.org/en/news/brazil-quarterly-analysis-president-bolsonaros-systematic-attempts-reduce-media-silence
https://rsf.org/en/news/brazil-quarterly-analysis-president-bolsonaros-systematic-attempts-reduce-media-silence
https://rsf.org/en/news/brazil-quarterly-analysis-president-bolsonaros-systematic-attempts-reduce-media-silence
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21799-world-press-freedom-day-journalists-are-attacked-brazil-during-pro-bolsonaro-protest
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21799-world-press-freedom-day-journalists-are-attacked-brazil-during-pro-bolsonaro-protest
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21799-world-press-freedom-day-journalists-are-attacked-brazil-during-pro-bolsonaro-protest
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/26/brazil-media-boycott-bolsonaro-residence-abuse-of-reporters-suspend-reporting-president-supporters
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/26/brazil-media-boycott-bolsonaro-residence-abuse-of-reporters-suspend-reporting-president-supporters
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/26/brazil-media-boycott-bolsonaro-residence-abuse-of-reporters-suspend-reporting-president-supporters
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/26/brazil-media-boycott-bolsonaro-residence-abuse-of-reporters-suspend-reporting-president-supporters
https://www.ft.com/content/e83d47f7-d741-4bc8-ab70-1f246bd02c7a
https://www.ft.com/content/e83d47f7-d741-4bc8-ab70-1f246bd02c7a
https://www.jornada.com.mx/ultimas/politica/2020/04/22/amlo-en-mexico-no-hay-periodismo-profesional-5335.html
https://www.jornada.com.mx/ultimas/politica/2020/04/22/amlo-en-mexico-no-hay-periodismo-profesional-5335.html
https://www.jornada.com.mx/ultimas/politica/2020/04/22/amlo-en-mexico-no-hay-periodismo-profesional-5335.html
https://lopezobrador.org.mx/2020/05/11/version-estenografica-de-la-conferencia-de-prensa-matutina-del-presidente-andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-318/
https://lopezobrador.org.mx/2020/05/11/version-estenografica-de-la-conferencia-de-prensa-matutina-del-presidente-andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-318/
https://lopezobrador.org.mx/2020/05/11/version-estenografica-de-la-conferencia-de-prensa-matutina-del-presidente-andres-manuel-lopez-obrador-318/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2020/05/11/alerta-amlo-critica-a-la-prensa-que-cuestiona-datos-oficiales-sobre-covid-19/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2020/05/11/alerta-amlo-critica-a-la-prensa-que-cuestiona-datos-oficiales-sobre-covid-19/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2020/05/11/alerta-amlo-critica-a-la-prensa-que-cuestiona-datos-oficiales-sobre-covid-19/
https://twitter.com/Reforma/status/1260904148020670464
https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-calls-trump-end-attacks-journalists-encourages-news-outlets-assess-coverage-covid-19-briefings
https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-calls-trump-end-attacks-journalists-encourages-news-outlets-assess-coverage-covid-19-briefings
https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-calls-trump-end-attacks-journalists-encourages-news-outlets-assess-coverage-covid-19-briefings
https://rsf.org/en/news/guatemala-dont-put-guatemalan-press-quarantine
https://rsf.org/en/news/guatemala-dont-put-guatemalan-press-quarantine
https://www.nacion.com/el-pais/salud/mentira-ortega-acusa-a-prensa-de-costa-rica-por/BC3YP55CWJDGDDQW57MPNKYU3E/story/
https://www.nacion.com/el-pais/salud/mentira-ortega-acusa-a-prensa-de-costa-rica-por/BC3YP55CWJDGDDQW57MPNKYU3E/story/
https://www.nacion.com/el-pais/salud/mentira-ortega-acusa-a-prensa-de-costa-rica-por/BC3YP55CWJDGDDQW57MPNKYU3E/story/
https://pressemblem.ch/
https://efectococuyo.com/coronavirus/mas-de-186-periodistas-han-muerto-por-covid-19-la-mitad-en-latinoamerica/
https://efectococuyo.com/coronavirus/mas-de-186-periodistas-han-muerto-por-covid-19-la-mitad-en-latinoamerica/
https://efectococuyo.com/coronavirus/mas-de-186-periodistas-han-muerto-por-covid-19-la-mitad-en-latinoamerica/
https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/06/12/nacionales/2684716-mas-de-30-periodistas-nicaraguenses-han-contraido-covid-19
https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/06/12/nacionales/2684716-mas-de-30-periodistas-nicaraguenses-han-contraido-covid-19


REPORT | AUGUST 2020

23Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas

odistas-nicaraguenses-han-contraido-covid-19.
56	 See “Estándares de Libertad de expresión, Información 
y Asociación Frente al Abordaje de la Crisis Sanitaria,” Artícu-
lo 19, p. 88, July 9, 2020, https://articulo19.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf. 
57	 See “Estándares de Libertad de expresión, Información 
y Asociación Frente al Abordaje de la Crisis Sanitaria,” Artícu-
lo 19, p. 89, July 9, 2020, https://articulo19.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf.
58	 CIDH, “La @CIDH y @RELE_CIDH expresan consternación 
y solidaridad con la familia del periodista David Romero fallecido 
en #Honduras a consecuencia del #COVID19. [1],” Tweet, July 18, 
2020, https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1284625669079670786; 
“Honduran journalist David Romero dies after contracting COVID-19 
in jail,” Committee to Protect Journalists, July 19, 2020, https://cpj.
org/2020/07/honduran-journalist-david-romero-dies-after-contract-
ing-covid-19-in-jail/.
59	  PeriodistasPy, “El SPP repudia los cerca de 100 despidos 
en varios medios y convoca a una manifestación este martes 5, a 
las 10:00 en la plaza de la Democracia, con todas las medidas san-
itarias correspondientes,” Tweet, May 4, 2020, https://twitter.com/
PeriodistasPy/status/1257422213818519561?s=20. 
60	  “Exempleados de Diario La Hora denuncian despidos 
masivos injustificados y exigen que se respeten sus derechos lab-
orales,” Fundamedios, May 1, 2020, https://www.fundamedios.org.
ec/alertas/diario-lahora-guayaquil-covid-despidos/.
61	  Paola Nalvarte, “Latin American journalists face mass 
layoffs and lack of health protection to cover the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas, University 
of Texas at Austin, May 13, 2020, https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/
blog/00-21809-latin-american-journalists-face-mass-layoffs-and-
lack-health-protection-cover-covid-19; “Periodistas rechazan apli-
cación de Ley de Protección al empleo en medios de comunicación 
y despidos,” El Diario, April 28, 2020, https://www.diarioantofagasta.
cl/opinion/117653/periodistas-rechazan-aplicacion-de-ley-de-pro-
teccion-al-empleo-en-medios-de-comunicacion-y-despidos/.
62	  “Grupo Semana suspende hasta por 60 días ediciones 
impresas de cinco revistas,” W Radio, March 18, 2020,  https://www.
wradio.com.co/noticias/actualidad/grupo-semana-suspende-has-
ta-por-60-dias-ediciones-impresas-de-cinco-revistas/20200318/
nota/4023717.aspx.
63	  apu_uy, “ATENCIÓN: Continúa agravándose la situación 
laboral de cientos de compañeros/as de medios de comunicación 
en todo el país. @apu_uy realizará gstiones ante autoridades x 
medidas de seguridad y acciones paliativas xa la problemática 
laboral,” Tweet, March 29, 2020, https://twitter.com/apu_uy/sta-
tus/1244341772001648641.
64	  Júlio Lubianco, “Coronavirus impacts finances of Latin 
American newspapers, which suspend print editions, reduce sal-
aries and layoff journalists,” Knight Center for Journalism in the 
Americas, University of Texas at Austin, April 15, 2020, https://
knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21750-coronavirus-impacts-fi-

nances-latin-american-newspapers-which-suspend-print-editions-re.
65	  Geraldo Samor, “As péssimas notícias chegam à impren-
sa,” Brazil Journal, April 14, 2020, https://braziljournal.com/as-pes-
simas-noticias-chegam-a-imprensa.
66	  “El Espectador, a punto de ser semanario,” Semana, 
July, 1, 2020, https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/el-espect-
ador-a-punto-de-ser-semanario/683327.
67	  See “Estándares de Libertad de expresión, Información 
y Asociación Frente al Abordaje de la Crisis Sanitaria,” Artículo 
19, p. 35-36, July 9, 2020, https://articulo19.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf; see also, 
Carol Pires, “Desde las favelas de Brasil,: una lección de period-
ismo,” The New York Times, July 22, 2020, https://www.nytimes.
com/es/2020/07/22/espanol/opinion/periodismo-brasil-favelas.
html?smid=tw-share.
68	 “Sufren periodistas de Puebla agresiones y bloque-
os,” Paralelo19, June 7, 2020, https://www.paralelo19.mx/2020/
metropolitana/item/18278-sufren-periodistas-de-puebla-agre-
siones-y-bloqueos.
69	 See footnote 64.
70	 “IAPA concerned about the fragility of Bolivian news-
papers,” Inter-American Press Association, April 27, 2020, https://
en.sipiapa.org/notas/1213911-iapa-concerned-about-the-fragili-
ty-of-bolivian-newspapers.
71	 Laura Vita Mesa, “La pandemia del Covid-19, ¿una prueba 
de fuego para los periódicos o su estocada?” La República, April 
22, 2020, https://www.larepublica.co/empresas/la-pandemia-del-
covid-19-una-prueba-de-fuego-para-los-periodicos-o-su-estoca-
da-2994991.
72	 Ibid.
73	 “La pandemia deja al periodismo regional en terapia 
intensive,” quepasa web, June 8, 2020, https://www.quepasaweb.
com.ar/pandemia-periodismo-local-zona-norte/.
74	 “Exigimos acciones urgentes para frenar los despidos 
y garantizar el derecho a la información,” FePALC, July 13, 2020, 
https://www.fepalc.info/single-post/2020/07/13/Exigimos-ac-
ciones-urgentes-para-frenar-los-despidos-y-garantizar-el-dere-
cho-a-la-informaci%C3%B3n.
75	 “Resolution 1/18: Corruption and Human Rights,” In-
ter-American Court of Human Rights, para. 2.b., March 2, 2018, 
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-18-en.
pdf.
76	 See footnote 12.
77	 Ibid.
78	 “Corruption Could Cost Lives in Latin America’s Response 
to the Coronavirus,” Transparency International, March 31, 2020, 
https://www.transparency.org/en/news/corruption-could-cost-lives-
in-latin-americas-response-to-the-coronavirus.
79	 Natalie Kitroeff and Mitra Taj, “Latin America’s Virus Vil-
lains: Corrupt Officials Collude With Price Gougers for Body Bags and 
Flimsy Masks,” The New York Times, June 20, 2020, https://www.
nytimes.com/2020/06/20/world/americas/coronavirus-latin-amer-

https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2020/06/12/nacionales/2684716-mas-de-30-periodistas-nicaraguenses-han-contraido-covid-19
https://articulo19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf
https://articulo19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf
https://articulo19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf
https://articulo19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1284625669079670786
https://cpj.org/2020/07/honduran-journalist-david-romero-dies-after-contracting-covid-19-in-jail/
https://cpj.org/2020/07/honduran-journalist-david-romero-dies-after-contracting-covid-19-in-jail/
https://cpj.org/2020/07/honduran-journalist-david-romero-dies-after-contracting-covid-19-in-jail/
https://twitter.com/PeriodistasPy/status/1257422213818519561?s=20
https://twitter.com/PeriodistasPy/status/1257422213818519561?s=20
https://www.fundamedios.org.ec/alertas/diario-lahora-guayaquil-covid-despidos/
https://www.fundamedios.org.ec/alertas/diario-lahora-guayaquil-covid-despidos/
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21809-latin-american-journalists-face-mass-layoffs-and-lack-health-protection-cover-covid-19
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21809-latin-american-journalists-face-mass-layoffs-and-lack-health-protection-cover-covid-19
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21809-latin-american-journalists-face-mass-layoffs-and-lack-health-protection-cover-covid-19
https://www.diarioantofagasta.cl/opinion/117653/periodistas-rechazan-aplicacion-de-ley-de-proteccion-al-empleo-en-medios-de-comunicacion-y-despidos/
https://www.diarioantofagasta.cl/opinion/117653/periodistas-rechazan-aplicacion-de-ley-de-proteccion-al-empleo-en-medios-de-comunicacion-y-despidos/
https://www.diarioantofagasta.cl/opinion/117653/periodistas-rechazan-aplicacion-de-ley-de-proteccion-al-empleo-en-medios-de-comunicacion-y-despidos/
https://www.wradio.com.co/noticias/actualidad/grupo-semana-suspende-hasta-por-60-dias-ediciones-impresas-de-cinco-revistas/20200318/nota/4023717.aspx
https://www.wradio.com.co/noticias/actualidad/grupo-semana-suspende-hasta-por-60-dias-ediciones-impresas-de-cinco-revistas/20200318/nota/4023717.aspx
https://www.wradio.com.co/noticias/actualidad/grupo-semana-suspende-hasta-por-60-dias-ediciones-impresas-de-cinco-revistas/20200318/nota/4023717.aspx
https://www.wradio.com.co/noticias/actualidad/grupo-semana-suspende-hasta-por-60-dias-ediciones-impresas-de-cinco-revistas/20200318/nota/4023717.aspx
https://twitter.com/apu_uy/status/1244341772001648641
https://twitter.com/apu_uy/status/1244341772001648641
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21750-coronavirus-impacts-finances-latin-american-newspapers-which-suspend-print-editions-re
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21750-coronavirus-impacts-finances-latin-american-newspapers-which-suspend-print-editions-re
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-21750-coronavirus-impacts-finances-latin-american-newspapers-which-suspend-print-editions-re
https://braziljournal.com/as-pessimas-noticias-chegam-a-imprensa
https://braziljournal.com/as-pessimas-noticias-chegam-a-imprensa
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/el-espectador-a-punto-de-ser-semanario/683327
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/el-espectador-a-punto-de-ser-semanario/683327
https://articulo19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf
https://articulo19.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Book-A19_InformeCovid_2020-V03.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2020/07/22/espanol/opinion/periodismo-brasil-favelas.html?smid=tw-share
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2020/07/22/espanol/opinion/periodismo-brasil-favelas.html?smid=tw-share
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2020/07/22/espanol/opinion/periodismo-brasil-favelas.html?smid=tw-share
https://www.paralelo19.mx/2020/metropolitana/item/18278-sufren-periodistas-de-puebla-agresiones-y-bloqueos
https://www.paralelo19.mx/2020/metropolitana/item/18278-sufren-periodistas-de-puebla-agresiones-y-bloqueos
https://www.paralelo19.mx/2020/metropolitana/item/18278-sufren-periodistas-de-puebla-agresiones-y-bloqueos
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1213911-iapa-concerned-about-the-fragility-of-bolivian-newspapers
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1213911-iapa-concerned-about-the-fragility-of-bolivian-newspapers
https://en.sipiapa.org/notas/1213911-iapa-concerned-about-the-fragility-of-bolivian-newspapers
https://www.larepublica.co/empresas/la-pandemia-del-covid-19-una-prueba-de-fuego-para-los-periodicos-o-su-estocada-2994991
https://www.larepublica.co/empresas/la-pandemia-del-covid-19-una-prueba-de-fuego-para-los-periodicos-o-su-estocada-2994991
https://www.larepublica.co/empresas/la-pandemia-del-covid-19-una-prueba-de-fuego-para-los-periodicos-o-su-estocada-2994991
https://www.quepasaweb.com.ar/pandemia-periodismo-local-zona-norte/
https://www.quepasaweb.com.ar/pandemia-periodismo-local-zona-norte/
https://www.fepalc.info/single-post/2020/07/13/Exigimos-acciones-urgentes-para-frenar-los-despidos-y-garantizar-el-derecho-a-la-informaci%C3%B3n
https://www.fepalc.info/single-post/2020/07/13/Exigimos-acciones-urgentes-para-frenar-los-despidos-y-garantizar-el-derecho-a-la-informaci%C3%B3n
https://www.fepalc.info/single-post/2020/07/13/Exigimos-acciones-urgentes-para-frenar-los-despidos-y-garantizar-el-derecho-a-la-informaci%C3%B3n
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-18-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/pdf/Resolution-1-18-en.pdf
https://www.transparency.org/en/news/corruption-could-cost-lives-in-latin-americas-response-to-the-coronavirus
https://www.transparency.org/en/news/corruption-could-cost-lives-in-latin-americas-response-to-the-coronavirus
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/20/world/americas/coronavirus-latin-america-corruption.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/20/world/americas/coronavirus-latin-america-corruption.html?referringSource=articleShare


Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas24

ica-corruption.html?referringSource=articleShare; “Bolivia’s health 
minister held for ‘ventilator corruption,’” Aljazeera, May 23, 2020, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/bolivia-health-min-
ister-held-ventilator-corruption-200521102229349.html; Joshua 
Goodman, “Spread of coronavirus fuels corruption in Latin America,” 
AP News, May 27, 2020, https://apnews.com/a240ff413fb23220af-
f30c6d6e6aba4c.
80	 See footnote 75.
81	 “Acceso a la información en contexto de emergencia 
sanitaria,” Alianza Regional, May 2020, http://www.alianzaregional.
net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Estudio-regional_-AIP-en-contex-
to-de-emergencia-sanitaria-final-.pdf.
82	 Ibid.
83	 Gabriela Villarroel, “El Salvador, entre países con menor 
acceso a la información en pandemia,” El Mundo, May 19, 2020, 
https://diario.elmundo.sv/el-salvador-entre-paises-con-menor-ac-
ceso-a-la-informacion-en-pandemia/.
84	 “El Salvador: Broad Powers Limit Accountability,” Human 
Rights Watch, June 9, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/09/
el-salvador-broad-powers-limit-accountability#.
85	 Mario González, “Instituciones obligadas nuevamente 
a entregar información pública,” elsalvador.com, June 11, 2020, 
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/entrega-iaip-insti-
tuciones-informacion-publica/723091/2020/.
86	 “Suspenden por 15 días plazos procesales en El Sal-
vador,” La Prensa Gráfica, June 22, 2020, https://www.laprensa-
grafica.com/elsalvador/Suspenden-por-15-dias-plazos-proce-
sales-en-El-Salvador-20200622-0042.html.
87	 See footnote 84.
88	 “VIA MP, Bolsonaro suspende prazos sobre Lei de Aces-
so à Informação,” exame, March 24, 2020,
 https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/bolsonaro-edita-medi-
da-que-suspende-atendimento-de-acesso-a-informacao/.
89	 Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos, “Decreto 
298/2020,” Government of Argentina, March 19, 2020,  http://servicios.
infoleg.gob.ar/infolegInternet/anexos/335000-339999/335742/
norma.htm; Ministerio de Transporte, “Se reanudaron los plazos 
para tramitar las solicitudes de acceso a la información,” Govern-
ment of Argentina, April 20, 2020, https://www.argentina.gob.ar/no-
ticias/se-reanudaron-los-plazos-para-tramitar-las-solicitudes-de-ac-
ceso-la-informacion.
90	 “Press release R78/20: IACHR and its SR FOE express 
concern about restrictions on freedom of expression and access 
to information in States’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic,” In-
ter-American Court of Human Rights, April 18, 2020, http://www.
oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=1173&lID=1.
91	 See footnote 13.
92	 See footnote 81.
93	 “Decreto 491 de 2020,” Government of Colombia, March 
28, 2020, http://www.suin-juriscol.gov.co/viewDocument.asp?ru-
ta=Decretos/30039011.
94	 “Decreto Número 137-20,” Government of the Dominican 

Republic, March 19, 2020, https://alertas.directoriolegislativo.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/03/452957608-Decreto-137-20.pdf; Ro-
drigMarchena, “[Decreto 237-20] Presidente Danilo Medina levantó 
el estado de emergencia que había sido declarado mediante el 
Decreto 134-20, en virtud de la autorización dada por el Congreso 
Nacional a través de la Resolución 62-20, ambos del 19 de marzo 
de 2020.” Tweet, July 1, 2020, https://twitter.com/RodrigMarchena/
status/1278462791452553216.
95	 Joe Concha, “Pence bars coronavirus task force mem-
bers from appearing on CNN: report,” April 9, 2020, https://thehill.
com/homenews/media/492046-pence-bars-coronavirus-task-force-
members-from-appearing-on-cnn-report; Tom Porter, “The Trump 
administration briefly barred a top US disease expert from speaking 
freely to the public after he warned the coronavirus might be im-
possible to contain,” Business Insider, February 28, 2020, https://
www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-anthony-fauci-trump-ad-
min-stops-discussion-2020-2.
96	 Caitlyn Rosen, “Missouri Gov. Mike Parson criticized for 
COVID-19 briefings that lack transparency,” The Kansas City Star, 
April 10, 2020, https://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-govern-
ment/article241908676.html.
97	 “Florida journalist barred from governor’s COVID-19 brief-
ing,” U.S. Press Freedom Tracker, March 28, 2020, https://pressfree-
domtracker.us/all-incidents/florida-journalist-barred-from-gover-
nors-covid-19-briefing/. 
98	 “El Salvador: denuncian restricciones a la prensa durante 
emergencia por coronavirus,” Deutsche Welle, April 3, 2020, https://
www.dw.com/es/el-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-pren-
sa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus/a-53001593.
99	 Carlos F. Chamorro, “In Nicaragua, Journalists Cover 
the Coronavirus Despite Government Control over Public Informa-
tion,” Nieman Foundation at Harvard, April 6, 2020, https://nieman.
harvard.edu/articles/in-nicaragua-journalists-cover-the-coronavi-
rus-despite-government-control-over-public-information/.
100	 “Denuncia Pública,” Inter-American Press Association, 
April 12, 2020, https://media.sipiapa.org/adjuntos/185/documen-
tos/001/832/0001832515.pdf.
101	 See footnote 81.
102	 Ibid.
103	 Aaron Gregg, “Trump administration won’t say who got 
$511 billion in taxpayer-backed coronavirus loans,” The Washing-
ton Post, June 11, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/busi-
ness/2020/06/11/trump-administration-wont-say-who-got-511-bil-
lion-taxpayer-backed-coronavirus-loans/.
104	  Lauren Hirsch and Jacob Pramuk, “Trump administra-
tion releases list of companies that received most money from 
small business bailout loans,” CNBC, July 6, 2020, https://www.
cnbc.com/2020/07/06/coronavirus-stimulus-list-of-ppp-small-busi-
ness-loan-recipients-released.html.
105	  Angus Berwick and Vivian Sequera, “In run-down Caracas 
institute, Venezuela’s coronavirus testing falters,” Reuters, April 17, 
2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-ven-

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/20/world/americas/coronavirus-latin-america-corruption.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/bolivia-health-minister-held-ventilator-corruption-200521102229349.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/bolivia-health-minister-held-ventilator-corruption-200521102229349.html
https://apnews.com/a240ff413fb23220aff30c6d6e6aba4c
https://apnews.com/a240ff413fb23220aff30c6d6e6aba4c
http://www.alianzaregional.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Estudio-regional_-AIP-en-contexto-de-emergencia-sanitaria-final-.pdf
http://www.alianzaregional.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Estudio-regional_-AIP-en-contexto-de-emergencia-sanitaria-final-.pdf
http://www.alianzaregional.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Estudio-regional_-AIP-en-contexto-de-emergencia-sanitaria-final-.pdf
https://diario.elmundo.sv/el-salvador-entre-paises-con-menor-acceso-a-la-informacion-en-pandemia/
https://diario.elmundo.sv/el-salvador-entre-paises-con-menor-acceso-a-la-informacion-en-pandemia/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/09/el-salvador-broad-powers-limit-accountability
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/09/el-salvador-broad-powers-limit-accountability
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/entrega-iaip-instituciones-informacion-publica/723091/2020/
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/entrega-iaip-instituciones-informacion-publica/723091/2020/
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/Suspenden-por-15-dias-plazos-procesales-en-El-Salvador-20200622-0042.html
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/Suspenden-por-15-dias-plazos-procesales-en-El-Salvador-20200622-0042.html
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/Suspenden-por-15-dias-plazos-procesales-en-El-Salvador-20200622-0042.html
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/bolsonaro-edita-medida-que-suspende-atendimento-de-acesso-a-informacao/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/bolsonaro-edita-medida-que-suspende-atendimento-de-acesso-a-informacao/
http://servicios.infoleg.gob.ar/infolegInternet/anexos/335000-339999/335742/norma.htm
http://servicios.infoleg.gob.ar/infolegInternet/anexos/335000-339999/335742/norma.htm
http://servicios.infoleg.gob.ar/infolegInternet/anexos/335000-339999/335742/norma.htm
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/se-reanudaron-los-plazos-para-tramitar-las-solicitudes-de-acceso-la-informacion
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/se-reanudaron-los-plazos-para-tramitar-las-solicitudes-de-acceso-la-informacion
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/se-reanudaron-los-plazos-para-tramitar-las-solicitudes-de-acceso-la-informacion
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=1173&lID=1
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/showarticle.asp?artID=1173&lID=1
http://www.suin-juriscol.gov.co/viewDocument.asp?ruta=Decretos/30039011
http://www.suin-juriscol.gov.co/viewDocument.asp?ruta=Decretos/30039011
https://alertas.directoriolegislativo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/452957608-Decreto-137-20.pdf
https://alertas.directoriolegislativo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/452957608-Decreto-137-20.pdf
https://twitter.com/RodrigMarchena/status/1278462791452553216
https://twitter.com/RodrigMarchena/status/1278462791452553216
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/492046-pence-bars-coronavirus-task-force-members-from-appearing-on-cnn-report
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/492046-pence-bars-coronavirus-task-force-members-from-appearing-on-cnn-report
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/492046-pence-bars-coronavirus-task-force-members-from-appearing-on-cnn-report
https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-anthony-fauci-trump-admin-stops-discussion-2020-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-anthony-fauci-trump-admin-stops-discussion-2020-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-anthony-fauci-trump-admin-stops-discussion-2020-2
https://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-government/article241908676.html
https://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-government/article241908676.html
https://pressfreedomtracker.us/all-incidents/florida-journalist-barred-from-governors-covid-19-briefing/
https://pressfreedomtracker.us/all-incidents/florida-journalist-barred-from-governors-covid-19-briefing/
https://pressfreedomtracker.us/all-incidents/florida-journalist-barred-from-governors-covid-19-briefing/
https://www.dw.com/es/el-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus/a-53001593
https://www.dw.com/es/el-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus/a-53001593
https://www.dw.com/es/el-salvador-denuncian-restricciones-a-la-prensa-durante-emergencia-por-coronavirus/a-53001593
https://nieman.harvard.edu/articles/in-nicaragua-journalists-cover-the-coronavirus-despite-government-control-over-public-information/
https://nieman.harvard.edu/articles/in-nicaragua-journalists-cover-the-coronavirus-despite-government-control-over-public-information/
https://nieman.harvard.edu/articles/in-nicaragua-journalists-cover-the-coronavirus-despite-government-control-over-public-information/
https://media.sipiapa.org/adjuntos/185/documentos/001/832/0001832515.pdf
https://media.sipiapa.org/adjuntos/185/documentos/001/832/0001832515.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/11/trump-administration-wont-say-who-got-511-billion-taxpayer-backed-coronavirus-loans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/11/trump-administration-wont-say-who-got-511-billion-taxpayer-backed-coronavirus-loans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/06/11/trump-administration-wont-say-who-got-511-billion-taxpayer-backed-coronavirus-loans/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/06/coronavirus-stimulus-list-of-ppp-small-business-loan-recipients-released.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/06/coronavirus-stimulus-list-of-ppp-small-business-loan-recipients-released.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/06/coronavirus-stimulus-list-of-ppp-small-business-loan-recipients-released.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-venezuela-tests-in/in-run-down-caracas-institute-venezuelas-coronavirus-testing-falters-idUSKBN21Z1BR


REPORT | AUGUST 2020

25Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas

ezuela-tests-in/in-run-down-caracas-institute-venezuelas-coronavi-
rus-testing-falters-idUSKBN21Z1BR.
106	  Paula Martins, “Threats to democracy, detentions for re-
porting on COVID-19, and calls to uphold human rights standards,” 
IFEX, April 30, 2020, https://ifex.org/threats-to-democracy-deten-
tions-for-reporting-on-covid-19-and-calls-to-uphold-human-rights-
standards/.
107	 “Salvadorean authorities must not obstruct coronavirus 
coverage,” Reporters Without Borders, April 11, 2020, https://rsf.
org/en/news/salvadorean-authorities-must-not-obstruct-coronavi-
rus-coverage.
108	 José de Córdoba and Juan Montes, “As Coronavirus 
Spreads in Nicaragua, Official Denials Amplify Risk,” The Wall 
Street Journal, May 23, 2020, https://www.wsj.com/articles/
as-coronavirus-spreads-in-nicaragua-official-denials-ampli-
fy-risk-11590246000.
109	 AFP, “Under-fire Nicaragua reports significant rise in 
COVID-19 cases,” France 24, May 27, 2020, https://www.france24.
com/en/20200526-under-fire-nicaragua-reports-significant-rise-in-
covid-19-cases?emci=7e8d6a9d-eea0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5d-
d&emdi=3511bf17-efa0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&ceid=4606001; 
Alfonso Flores Bermúdez and Frances Robles, “Resisting Lock-
down, Nicaragua Becomes a Place of Midnight Burials,” The New 
York Times, May 31, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/
world/americas/coronavirus-nicaragua-burials.html.
110	  Alfonso Flores Bermúdez and Frances Robles, “Re-
sisting Lockdown, Nicaragua Becomes a Place of Midnight Buri-
als,” The New York Times, May 31, 2020, https://www.nytimes.
com/2020/05/31/world/americas/coronavirus-nicaragua-burials.
html.
111	  “Nicaragua: Doctors Fired for Covid-19 Comments,” 
Human Rights Watch, June 23, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/
news/2020/06/23/nicaragua-doctors-fired-covid-19-comments.
112	 “CIDH y su REDESCA expresan seria preocupación por la 
situación de los derechos humanos en el contexto de la respuesta a 
la pandemia por COVID-19 en Nicaragua,” Inter-American Commis-
sion on Human Rights, April 8, 2020, http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/
prensa/comunicados/2020/072.asp.
113	 Lisandra Paraguassu and Eduardo Simões, “Bra-
zil restores detailed COVID-19 data after Supreme Court rul-
ing,” Reuters, June 9, 2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/
us-health-coronavirus-brazil/brazil-must-publish-covid-19-data-in-
full-says-supreme-court-justice-idUSKBN23G1WY?utm_source=-
d a i l y b r i e f & u t m _ m e d i u m = e m a i l & u t m _ c a m p a i g n = D a i l y -
Brief2020Jun10&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief.
114	 “Guatemala. Don’t put the Guatemalan press in quaran-
tine!” Reporters Without Borders, May 8, 2020, https://rsf.org/en/
news/guatemala-dont-put-guatemalan-press-quarantine.
115	 See footnote 81.
116	 “MapaInversiones + Módulo COVID-19 Paraguay,” Gov-
ernment of Paraguay, https://rindiendocuentas.gov.py/; “Paraguay 
usa MapaInversiones para transparentar los recursos de la emer-

gencia del COVID-19,” Inter-American Development Bank, April 
29, 2020, https://www.iadb.org/es/noticias/paraguay-usa-mapa-
inversiones-para-transparentar-los-recursos-de-la-emergen-
cia-del-covid-19.
117	 “2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV): Strategic Pre-
paredness and Response Plan,” World Health Organization, February 
3, 2020, https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/
srp-04022020.pdf?ua=1.
118	 Julie Posetti and Kalinna Bontcheva, “Disinfodemic: De-
ciphering COVID-19 disinformation,” United Nations Education, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization, 2020, https://en.unesco.org/sites/
default/files/disinfodemic_deciphering_covid19_disinformation.
pdf.
119	 Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expres-
sion of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, “Guide to 
guarantee freedom of expression regarding deliberate disinforma-
tion in electoral contexts,” Organization of American States, p.13, 
October 2019, https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publica-
tions/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf. 
120	 See footnote 12.
121	 Ibid.
122	 See footnote 2.
123	 See footnote 12.
124	 Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expres-
sion and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, “The 
Inter-American Legal Framework regarding the Right to Freedom of 
Expression,” Organization of American States, para. 202, December 
30, 2009, http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publica-
tions/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20
THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20
FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf.
125	 “COVID-19: Governments must promote and protect Ac-
cess to and free flow of information during pandemic – International 
experts,” United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commis-
sioner, March 19, 2020, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/
Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25729&LangID=E.
126	 44th session of the Human Rights Council – Global up-
date on human rights and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic: 
Statement by Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights,” United Nations Office of the High Commissioner, June 30, 
2020, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.
aspx?NewsID=26015&LangID=E.  
127	 Sheera Frenkel and Davey Alba, “Trump’s Disinfectant 
Talk Trips Up Sites’ Vows Against Misinformation,” The New York 
Times, April 30, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/tech-
nology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html.
128	 Anne Gearan, Laurie McGinley, Lenny Bernstein and Ar-
iana Eunjung Cha, “Trump says he is taking hydroxychloroquine 
to protect against coronavirus, dismissing safety concerns,” The 
Washington Post, May 18, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/
politics/trump-says-he-is-taking-hydroxychloroquine-to-protect-
against-coronavirus-dismissing-safety-concerns/2020/05/18/7b-

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-venezuela-tests-in/in-run-down-caracas-institute-venezuelas-coronavirus-testing-falters-idUSKBN21Z1BR
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-venezuela-tests-in/in-run-down-caracas-institute-venezuelas-coronavirus-testing-falters-idUSKBN21Z1BR
https://ifex.org/threats-to-democracy-detentions-for-reporting-on-covid-19-and-calls-to-uphold-human-rights-standards/
https://ifex.org/threats-to-democracy-detentions-for-reporting-on-covid-19-and-calls-to-uphold-human-rights-standards/
https://ifex.org/threats-to-democracy-detentions-for-reporting-on-covid-19-and-calls-to-uphold-human-rights-standards/
https://rsf.org/en/news/salvadorean-authorities-must-not-obstruct-coronavirus-coverage
https://rsf.org/en/news/salvadorean-authorities-must-not-obstruct-coronavirus-coverage
https://rsf.org/en/news/salvadorean-authorities-must-not-obstruct-coronavirus-coverage
https://www.wsj.com/articles/as-coronavirus-spreads-in-nicaragua-official-denials-amplify-risk-11590246000
https://www.wsj.com/articles/as-coronavirus-spreads-in-nicaragua-official-denials-amplify-risk-11590246000
https://www.wsj.com/articles/as-coronavirus-spreads-in-nicaragua-official-denials-amplify-risk-11590246000
https://www.france24.com/en/20200526-under-fire-nicaragua-reports-significant-rise-in-covid-19-cases?emci=7e8d6a9d-eea0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&emdi=3511bf17-efa0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&ceid=4606001
https://www.france24.com/en/20200526-under-fire-nicaragua-reports-significant-rise-in-covid-19-cases?emci=7e8d6a9d-eea0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&emdi=3511bf17-efa0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&ceid=4606001
https://www.france24.com/en/20200526-under-fire-nicaragua-reports-significant-rise-in-covid-19-cases?emci=7e8d6a9d-eea0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&emdi=3511bf17-efa0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&ceid=4606001
https://www.france24.com/en/20200526-under-fire-nicaragua-reports-significant-rise-in-covid-19-cases?emci=7e8d6a9d-eea0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&emdi=3511bf17-efa0-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&ceid=4606001
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/world/americas/coronavirus-nicaragua-burials.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/world/americas/coronavirus-nicaragua-burials.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/world/americas/coronavirus-nicaragua-burials.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/world/americas/coronavirus-nicaragua-burials.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/world/americas/coronavirus-nicaragua-burials.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/nicaragua-doctors-fired-covid-19-comments
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/nicaragua-doctors-fired-covid-19-comments
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/072.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/072.asp
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil/brazil-must-publish-covid-19-data-in-full-says-supreme-court-justice-idUSKBN23G1WY?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2020Jun10&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil/brazil-must-publish-covid-19-data-in-full-says-supreme-court-justice-idUSKBN23G1WY?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2020Jun10&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil/brazil-must-publish-covid-19-data-in-full-says-supreme-court-justice-idUSKBN23G1WY?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2020Jun10&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil/brazil-must-publish-covid-19-data-in-full-says-supreme-court-justice-idUSKBN23G1WY?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2020Jun10&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil/brazil-must-publish-covid-19-data-in-full-says-supreme-court-justice-idUSKBN23G1WY?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2020Jun10&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief
https://rsf.org/en/news/guatemala-dont-put-guatemalan-press-quarantine
https://rsf.org/en/news/guatemala-dont-put-guatemalan-press-quarantine
https://rindiendocuentas.gov.py/
https://www.iadb.org/es/noticias/paraguay-usa-mapainversiones-para-transparentar-los-recursos-de-la-emergencia-del-covid-19
https://www.iadb.org/es/noticias/paraguay-usa-mapainversiones-para-transparentar-los-recursos-de-la-emergencia-del-covid-19
https://www.iadb.org/es/noticias/paraguay-usa-mapainversiones-para-transparentar-los-recursos-de-la-emergencia-del-covid-19
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/srp-04022020.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/srp-04022020.pdf?ua=1
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/disinfodemic_deciphering_covid19_disinformation.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/disinfodemic_deciphering_covid19_disinformation.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/disinfodemic_deciphering_covid19_disinformation.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publications/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publications/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/docs/publications/INTER-AMERICAN%20LEGAL%20FRAMEWORK%20OF%20THE%20RIGHT%20TO%20FREEDOM%20OF%20EXPRESSION%20FINAL%20PORTADA.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25729&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25729&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26015&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26015&LangID=E
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/technology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/technology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-says-he-is-taking-hydroxychloroquine-to-protect-against-coronavirus-dismissing-safety-concerns/2020/05/18/7b8c928a-9946-11ea-ac72-3841fcc9b35f_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-says-he-is-taking-hydroxychloroquine-to-protect-against-coronavirus-dismissing-safety-concerns/2020/05/18/7b8c928a-9946-11ea-ac72-3841fcc9b35f_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-says-he-is-taking-hydroxychloroquine-to-protect-against-coronavirus-dismissing-safety-concerns/2020/05/18/7b8c928a-9946-11ea-ac72-3841fcc9b35f_story.html


Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas26

8c928a-9946-11ea-ac72-3841fcc9b35f_story.html.
129	 AFP, “Facebook e Instagram borran videos de Bol-
sonaro por ‘desinformar’ sobre el coronavirus,” Yahoo! No-
ticias, March 30, 2020, https://es.noticias.yahoo.com/
facebook-instagram-borran-videos-bolsonaro-005227417.htm-
l?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2NYZn-
RkOGJGa2I_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAdh6ieI3f1E-
1heRHiQS925P-YGXdNR4TqBWiZ-qWH7fO8CUp74B3ISmhz7NIFX-
4iNPt45gbGkqfz9boWOjVEIx9Nf8J_z47A5rtSSKqdr9FQezIOlHkRi-
aIMG0Z08G7GUqp83zhu5oFCQXbR6lhk9_wnATeR4lgUjfIt86I7njv.
130	 Tamar Shiloh Vidon, “Conspiracy theories and fake news: 
Fighting the Covid-19 ‘infodemic,’” France 24, April 26, 2020, https://
www.france24.com/en/20200426-conspiracy-theories-and-fake-
news-fighting-the-covid-19-infodemic.  
131	 César Heredia Terán, “Coronavirus es ‘guerra biológica’ 
y se previene con gárgaras de sal,” Cotejo, March 4, 2020, https://
cotejo.info/2020/03/coronavirus-es-guerra-biologica-y-se-previ-
ene-con-gargaras-de-sal/.   
132	 https://www.wsj.com/articles/cow-dung-garlic-and-a-
prayer-the-fight-against-phony-cures-for-coronavirus-11586257200
133	 Kejal Vyas, “Cow Dung, Garlic and a Prayer: The Fight 
Against Phony Cures for Coronavirus” The Wall Street Journal, 
April 7, 2020, https://www.wsj.com/articles/cow-dung-garlic-and-a-
prayer-the-fight-against-phony-cures-for-coronavirus-11586257200.
134	 Antonio Maria Delgado, “Defying pandemic fears, the 
Nicaraguan government shuns social distancing,” Miami Herald, 
April 2, 2020, https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/
world/americas/article241706736.html; Kai Thaler, “Nicaragua 
Is Stumbling Into Coronavirus Disaster,” Foreign Policy, April 17, 
2020, https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/17/ortega-virus-muril-
lo-nicaragua-is-stumbling-into-coronavirus-disaster/; “Nicaragua: 
Doctors Fired for Covid-19 Comments,” Human Rights Watch, June 
23, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/nicaragua-doc-
tors-fired-covid-19-comments.   
135	 Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expres-
sion of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, “Guide to 
guarantee freedom of expression regarding deliberate disinforma-
tion in electoral contexts,” Organization of American States, p.20, 
October 2019, https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publica-
tions/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf.
136	 See footnote 13.
137	 “Abiertas causes penales por desinformación sobre 
coronavirus en Argentina,” Infobae, April 17, 2020, https://www.in-
fobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/17/abiertas-causas-penal-
es-por-desinformacion-sobre-coronavirus-en-argentina/.
138	 Jesus Reynaldo Alanoca Paco, “Gobierno revisará redes 
sociales para evitar desinformación sobre el coronavirus,” El Deber, 
March 18, 2020, https://eldeber.com.bo/169950_gobierno-revis-
ara-redes-sociales-para-evitar-desinformacion-sobre-el-coronavi-
rus; “Noticias falsas, una amenaza a su seguridad financiera,” La 
Policía Nacional de Colombia, April 27, 2020, https://www.policia.
gov.co/noticia/noticias-falsas-amenaza-su-seguridad-financiera.

139	 Joanna Slater, Anthony Faiola and Niha Masih, “Under 
the cover of coronavirus, governments punish adversaries and re-
ward friends,” The Washington Post, April 30, 2020, https://www.
washingtonpost.com/world/under-the-cover-of-coronavirus-govern-
ments-punish-enemies-and-reward-friends/2020/04/29/a232cfc0-
83ee-11ea-81a3-9690c9881111_story.html.
140	 See footnote 13.
141	 “El Congreso Paraguayo Retira el Proyecto de Ley Sobre 
Desinformación en Tiempos de Emergencia,” TEDIC, April 3, 2020, 
https://www.tedic.org/el-congreso-paraguayo-retira-el-proyec-
to-de-ley-sobre-desinformacion-en-tiempos-de-emergencia/.
142	 Estadão Conteúdo, “Paraíba vai multar quem compar-
tilha fake news sobre coronavírus,” Metrópoles, March 27, 2020, 
https://www.metropoles.com/brasil/politica-brasil/paraiba-vai-mul-
tar-quem-compartilha-fake-news-sobre-coronavirus.
143	 Daniel Bramatti e Paula Reverbel, O Estado de S.Paulo, 
“Para ONU e OEA, projeto de fake news contraria acordos,” Estadão, 
July 12, 2020, https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,para-
onu-e-oea-projeto-de-fake-news-contraria-acordos,70003361352; 
“Brazil: Reject ‘Fake News’ Bill,” Human Rights Watch, June 24, 
2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/24/brazil-reject-fake-
news-bill#; Anthony Boadle, “Brazil’s Bolsonaro would veto bill regu-
lation fake news in current form,” Reuters, July 2, 2020, https://www.
reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsona-
ro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN-
2433FN. 
144	 Anthony Boadle, “Brazil’s Bolsonaro would veto bill regu-
lation fake news in current form,” Reuters, July 2, 2020, https://www.
reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsona-
ro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN-
2433FN.
145	 See Jason S. Pielemeier, “Disentangling Disinformation: 
What Makes Regulation Disinformation So Difficult?” 2020 Utah L. 
Review, p. 9, January 17, 2020, https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/pa-
pers.cfm?abstract_id=3629541.
146	 Lisa Macpherson, “How Are Platforms Responding to 
This Pandemic?” Public Knowledge, https://misinfotrackingreport.
com/.
147	 Yoel Roth and Nick Pickles, “Updating our Approach to 
Misleading Information,” Twitter, April 3, 2020, https://blog.twitter.
com/en_us/topics/product/2020/updating-our-approach-to-mis-
leading-information.html; Reuters News Agency, “Twitter to add 
warning labels to coronavirus misinformation,” Aljazeera, May 11, 
2020, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/twitter-add-warn-
ing-labels-coronavirus-misinformation-200511193513129.html.
148	 Guy Rosen, “An Update on Our Work to Keep People In-
formed and Limit Misinformation About COVID-19,” Facebook, April 
16, 2020, https://about.fb.com/news/2020/04/covid-19-misinfo-up-
date/.
149	 Queenie Wong, “Twitter will require users to remove 
tweets that could increase the spread of coronavirus,” CNET, March 
18, 2020, https://www.cnet.com/news/twitter-will-require-users-to-

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-says-he-is-taking-hydroxychloroquine-to-protect-against-coronavirus-dismissing-safety-concerns/2020/05/18/7b8c928a-9946-11ea-ac72-3841fcc9b35f_story.html
https://es.noticias.yahoo.com/facebook-instagram-borran-videos-bolsonaro-005227417.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2NYZnRkOGJGa2I_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAdh6ieI3f1E1heRHiQS925P-YGXdNR4TqBWiZ-qWH7fO8CUp74B3ISmhz7NIFX4iNPt45gbGkqfz9boWOjVEIx9Nf8J_z47A5rtSSKqdr9FQezIOlHkRiaIMG0Z08G7GUqp83zhu5oFCQXbR6lhk9_wnATeR4lgUjfIt86I7njv
https://es.noticias.yahoo.com/facebook-instagram-borran-videos-bolsonaro-005227417.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2NYZnRkOGJGa2I_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAdh6ieI3f1E1heRHiQS925P-YGXdNR4TqBWiZ-qWH7fO8CUp74B3ISmhz7NIFX4iNPt45gbGkqfz9boWOjVEIx9Nf8J_z47A5rtSSKqdr9FQezIOlHkRiaIMG0Z08G7GUqp83zhu5oFCQXbR6lhk9_wnATeR4lgUjfIt86I7njv
https://es.noticias.yahoo.com/facebook-instagram-borran-videos-bolsonaro-005227417.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2NYZnRkOGJGa2I_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAdh6ieI3f1E1heRHiQS925P-YGXdNR4TqBWiZ-qWH7fO8CUp74B3ISmhz7NIFX4iNPt45gbGkqfz9boWOjVEIx9Nf8J_z47A5rtSSKqdr9FQezIOlHkRiaIMG0Z08G7GUqp83zhu5oFCQXbR6lhk9_wnATeR4lgUjfIt86I7njv
https://es.noticias.yahoo.com/facebook-instagram-borran-videos-bolsonaro-005227417.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2NYZnRkOGJGa2I_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAdh6ieI3f1E1heRHiQS925P-YGXdNR4TqBWiZ-qWH7fO8CUp74B3ISmhz7NIFX4iNPt45gbGkqfz9boWOjVEIx9Nf8J_z47A5rtSSKqdr9FQezIOlHkRiaIMG0Z08G7GUqp83zhu5oFCQXbR6lhk9_wnATeR4lgUjfIt86I7njv
https://es.noticias.yahoo.com/facebook-instagram-borran-videos-bolsonaro-005227417.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2NYZnRkOGJGa2I_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAdh6ieI3f1E1heRHiQS925P-YGXdNR4TqBWiZ-qWH7fO8CUp74B3ISmhz7NIFX4iNPt45gbGkqfz9boWOjVEIx9Nf8J_z47A5rtSSKqdr9FQezIOlHkRiaIMG0Z08G7GUqp83zhu5oFCQXbR6lhk9_wnATeR4lgUjfIt86I7njv
https://es.noticias.yahoo.com/facebook-instagram-borran-videos-bolsonaro-005227417.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2NYZnRkOGJGa2I_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAdh6ieI3f1E1heRHiQS925P-YGXdNR4TqBWiZ-qWH7fO8CUp74B3ISmhz7NIFX4iNPt45gbGkqfz9boWOjVEIx9Nf8J_z47A5rtSSKqdr9FQezIOlHkRiaIMG0Z08G7GUqp83zhu5oFCQXbR6lhk9_wnATeR4lgUjfIt86I7njv
https://es.noticias.yahoo.com/facebook-instagram-borran-videos-bolsonaro-005227417.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2NYZnRkOGJGa2I_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAAdh6ieI3f1E1heRHiQS925P-YGXdNR4TqBWiZ-qWH7fO8CUp74B3ISmhz7NIFX4iNPt45gbGkqfz9boWOjVEIx9Nf8J_z47A5rtSSKqdr9FQezIOlHkRiaIMG0Z08G7GUqp83zhu5oFCQXbR6lhk9_wnATeR4lgUjfIt86I7njv
https://www.france24.com/en/20200426-conspiracy-theories-and-fake-news-fighting-the-covid-19-infodemic
https://www.france24.com/en/20200426-conspiracy-theories-and-fake-news-fighting-the-covid-19-infodemic
https://www.france24.com/en/20200426-conspiracy-theories-and-fake-news-fighting-the-covid-19-infodemic
https://cotejo.info/2020/03/coronavirus-es-guerra-biologica-y-se-previene-con-gargaras-de-sal/
https://cotejo.info/2020/03/coronavirus-es-guerra-biologica-y-se-previene-con-gargaras-de-sal/
https://cotejo.info/2020/03/coronavirus-es-guerra-biologica-y-se-previene-con-gargaras-de-sal/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cow-dung-garlic-and-a-prayer-the-fight-against-phony-cures-for-coronavirus-11586257200
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cow-dung-garlic-and-a-prayer-the-fight-against-phony-cures-for-coronavirus-11586257200
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cow-dung-garlic-and-a-prayer-the-fight-against-phony-cures-for-coronavirus-11586257200
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cow-dung-garlic-and-a-prayer-the-fight-against-phony-cures-for-coronavirus-11586257200
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/article241706736.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/article241706736.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/17/ortega-virus-murillo-nicaragua-is-stumbling-into-coronavirus-disaster/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/17/ortega-virus-murillo-nicaragua-is-stumbling-into-coronavirus-disaster/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/nicaragua-doctors-fired-covid-19-comments
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/nicaragua-doctors-fired-covid-19-comments
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publications/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/publications/Guia_Desinformacion_VF%20ENG.pdf
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/17/abiertas-causas-penales-por-desinformacion-sobre-coronavirus-en-argentina/
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/17/abiertas-causas-penales-por-desinformacion-sobre-coronavirus-en-argentina/
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/17/abiertas-causas-penales-por-desinformacion-sobre-coronavirus-en-argentina/
https://eldeber.com.bo/169950_gobierno-revisara-redes-sociales-para-evitar-desinformacion-sobre-el-coronavirus
https://eldeber.com.bo/169950_gobierno-revisara-redes-sociales-para-evitar-desinformacion-sobre-el-coronavirus
https://eldeber.com.bo/169950_gobierno-revisara-redes-sociales-para-evitar-desinformacion-sobre-el-coronavirus
https://www.policia.gov.co/noticia/noticias-falsas-amenaza-su-seguridad-financiera
https://www.policia.gov.co/noticia/noticias-falsas-amenaza-su-seguridad-financiera
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/under-the-cover-of-coronavirus-governments-punish-enemies-and-reward-friends/2020/04/29/a232cfc0-83ee-11ea-81a3-9690c9881111_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/under-the-cover-of-coronavirus-governments-punish-enemies-and-reward-friends/2020/04/29/a232cfc0-83ee-11ea-81a3-9690c9881111_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/under-the-cover-of-coronavirus-governments-punish-enemies-and-reward-friends/2020/04/29/a232cfc0-83ee-11ea-81a3-9690c9881111_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/under-the-cover-of-coronavirus-governments-punish-enemies-and-reward-friends/2020/04/29/a232cfc0-83ee-11ea-81a3-9690c9881111_story.html
https://www.tedic.org/el-congreso-paraguayo-retira-el-proyecto-de-ley-sobre-desinformacion-en-tiempos-de-emergencia/
https://www.tedic.org/el-congreso-paraguayo-retira-el-proyecto-de-ley-sobre-desinformacion-en-tiempos-de-emergencia/
https://www.metropoles.com/brasil/politica-brasil/paraiba-vai-multar-quem-compartilha-fake-news-sobre-coronavirus
https://www.metropoles.com/brasil/politica-brasil/paraiba-vai-multar-quem-compartilha-fake-news-sobre-coronavirus
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,para-onu-e-oea-projeto-de-fake-news-contraria-acordos,70003361352
https://politica.estadao.com.br/noticias/geral,para-onu-e-oea-projeto-de-fake-news-contraria-acordos,70003361352
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/24/brazil-reject-fake-news-bill
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/24/brazil-reject-fake-news-bill
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsonaro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN2433FN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsonaro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN2433FN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsonaro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN2433FN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsonaro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN2433FN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsonaro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN2433FN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsonaro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN2433FN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsonaro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN2433FN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-fake-news/brazils-bolsonaro-would-veto-bill-regulating-fake-news-in-current-form-idUSKBN2433FN
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3629541
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3629541
https://misinfotrackingreport.com/
https://misinfotrackingreport.com/
https://blog.twitter.com/en_us/topics/product/2020/updating-our-approach-to-misleading-information.html
https://blog.twitter.com/en_us/topics/product/2020/updating-our-approach-to-misleading-information.html
https://blog.twitter.com/en_us/topics/product/2020/updating-our-approach-to-misleading-information.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/twitter-add-warning-labels-coronavirus-misinformation-200511193513129.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/twitter-add-warning-labels-coronavirus-misinformation-200511193513129.html
https://about.fb.com/news/2020/04/covid-19-misinfo-update/
https://about.fb.com/news/2020/04/covid-19-misinfo-update/
https://www.cnet.com/news/twitter-will-require-users-to-remove-tweets-that-could-increase-the-spread-of-coronavirus/


REPORT | AUGUST 2020

27Covid-19 and Freedom of Expression in the Americas

remove-tweets-that-could-increase-the-spread-of-coronavirus/.
150	 Queenie Wong, “Twitter says it’s removed more than 
1,100 misleading coronavirus tweets,” CNET, April 1, 2020, https://
www.cnet.com/news/twitter-removes-more-than-1100-mislead-
ing-coronavirus-tweets/.
151	 Nick Clegg, “Combating COVID-19 Misinformation 
Across Our Apps,” Facebook, March 25, 2020, https://about.fb.com/
news/2020/03/combating-covid-19-misinformation/.
152	 Rachel Sandler, “Facebook Removes Some Anti-Quar-
antine Protest Events For Flouting Social Distancing Orders,” 
Forbes, April 21, 2020, https://www.forbes.com/sites/rachelsan-
dler/2020/04/20/facebook-removes-some-anti-quarantine-pro-
test-events-for-flouting-social-distancing-orders/#3d13d7095acf.
153	 Billy Perrigo, “Facebook Is Notifying Users Who Have 
Shared Coronavirus Misinformation. Could It Do the Same for 
Politics?” Time, April 16, 2020, https://time.com/5822372/face-
book-coronavirus-misinformation/. 
154	 “COVID-19 Medical Misinformation Policy,” Google, 
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/9891785?hl=en.
155	 See footnote 146.
156	 Twitter Inc. “Coronavirus: Staying safe and informed on 
Twitter,” Twitter, April 3, 2020, https://blog.twitter.com/en_us/top-
ics/company/2020/covid-19.html#unverifiedclaims.
157	 Sundar Pichai, “Coronavirus: How we’re helping,” Google, 
March 6, 2020, https://blog.google/inside-google/company-an-
nouncements/coronavirus-covid19-response/.
158	  How Facebook is combating spread of Covid-19 misin-
formation,” CNN Business, April 17, 2020, https://www.cnn.com/
videos/tech/2020/04/17/mark-zuckerberg-facebook-limit-coronavi-
rus-misinformation-cnn-town-hall-vpx.cnn.
159	 Sheera Frenkel and Davey Alba, “Trump’s Disinfectant 
Talk Trips Up Sites’ Vows Against Misinformation,” The New York 
Times, April 30, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/tech-
nology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html; Ry Crist, “Schiff asks 
Google, Twitter to follow Facebook’s example in fighting COVID-19 
misinformation,” CNET, May 1, 2020, https://www.cnet.com/news/
schiff-asks-google-twitter-to-crack-down-on-covid-19-misinforma-
tion-like-facebook-does/; Lisa Macpherson, “YouTube,” Public 
Knowledge, https://misinfotrackingreport.com/youtube/.
160	 Kim Lyons, “Twitter removes tweets by Brazil, Venezu-
ela presidents for violating COVID-19 content rules,” The Verge, 
March 30, 2020, https://www.theverge.com/2020/3/30/21199845/
twitter-tweets-brazil-venezuela-presidents-covid-19-corona-
virus-jair-bolsonaro-maduro.
161	 Ricardo Senra, “Após Twitter, Facebook e Instagram 
excluem video de Bolsonaro por ‘causar danos reais às pessoas’” 
BBC News, March 30, 2020, https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/bra-
sil-52101240.
162	 See footnote 150.
163	 Sheera Frenkel and Davey Alba, “Trump’s Disinfectant 
Talk Trips Up Sites’ Vows Against Misinformation,” The New York 
Times, April 30, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/tech-

nology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html.
164	 Heather Kelly, “Facebook, Twitter penalize Trump for 
posts containing coronavirus misinformation,” The Washington 
Post, August 5, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/technol-
ogy/2020/08/05/trump-post-removed-facebook/?hpid=hp_hp-top-
table-high_fb-trump-656pm%3Ahomepage%2Fstory-ans.
165	 See footnote 2.
166	 See footnote 12. 
167	 David Kaye, “Disease pandemics and the freedom of 
opinion and expression: Report of the Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression,” United Nations, April 23, 2020, https://undocs.org/A/
HRC/44/49.
168	 Ibid.
169	 “Journalism, press freedom and COVID-19,” United Na-
tions Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization UNESCO, May 
3, 2020, https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/unesco_covid_
brief_en.pdf.
170	 See footnote 125.
171	 Ibid.
172	 See footnote 167.
173	 See footnote 125.
174	 See footnote 167.
175	 Ibid.
176	 Ibid.

https://www.cnet.com/news/twitter-will-require-users-to-remove-tweets-that-could-increase-the-spread-of-coronavirus/
https://www.cnet.com/news/twitter-removes-more-than-1100-misleading-coronavirus-tweets/
https://www.cnet.com/news/twitter-removes-more-than-1100-misleading-coronavirus-tweets/
https://www.cnet.com/news/twitter-removes-more-than-1100-misleading-coronavirus-tweets/
https://about.fb.com/news/2020/03/combating-covid-19-misinformation/
https://about.fb.com/news/2020/03/combating-covid-19-misinformation/
https://time.com/5822372/facebook-coronavirus-misinformation/
https://time.com/5822372/facebook-coronavirus-misinformation/
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/9891785?hl=en
https://blog.google/inside-google/company-announcements/coronavirus-covid19-response/
https://blog.google/inside-google/company-announcements/coronavirus-covid19-response/
https://www.cnn.com/videos/tech/2020/04/17/mark-zuckerberg-facebook-limit-coronavirus-misinformation-cnn-town-hall-vpx.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/tech/2020/04/17/mark-zuckerberg-facebook-limit-coronavirus-misinformation-cnn-town-hall-vpx.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/tech/2020/04/17/mark-zuckerberg-facebook-limit-coronavirus-misinformation-cnn-town-hall-vpx.cnn
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/technology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/technology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html
https://www.cnet.com/news/schiff-asks-google-twitter-to-crack-down-on-covid-19-misinformation-like-facebook-does/
https://www.cnet.com/news/schiff-asks-google-twitter-to-crack-down-on-covid-19-misinformation-like-facebook-does/
https://www.cnet.com/news/schiff-asks-google-twitter-to-crack-down-on-covid-19-misinformation-like-facebook-does/
https://misinfotrackingreport.com/youtube/
https://www.theverge.com/2020/3/30/21199845/twitter-tweets-brazil-venezuela-presidents-covid-19-coronavirus-jair-bolsonaro-maduro
https://www.theverge.com/2020/3/30/21199845/twitter-tweets-brazil-venezuela-presidents-covid-19-coronavirus-jair-bolsonaro-maduro
https://www.theverge.com/2020/3/30/21199845/twitter-tweets-brazil-venezuela-presidents-covid-19-coronavirus-jair-bolsonaro-maduro
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-52101240
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-52101240
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/technology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/technology/trump-coronavirus-social-media.html
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/49
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/44/49
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/unesco_covid_brief_en.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/unesco_covid_brief_en.pdf


www.thedialogue.org

Inter-American Dialogue 
1155 15th Street NW, Suite 800 

Washington, DC 20005 
Tel: +1 202-822-9002

About the Peter D. Bell Rule of Law Program

Established in 2015 with support from the Ford Foundation and named in honor 
of a founding Dialogue co-chair, the Peter D. Bell Rule of Law Program aims to 
elevate policy discussions around corruption and transparency, democracy and 

human rights, and citizens security in the Americas.


