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FEATURED Q&A

POLITICAL

Venezuela Won’t 
Allow OAS 
Election Observers 
Venezuela’s representative on 
human rights issues said the 
Organization of American States 
is “not reliable” as an election 
observer. The government so far 
has only extended an invitation to 
regional bloc UNASUR to observe 
the country’s legislative elections. 
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ECONOMIC

China Should Eye 
More Than Mining 
in Peru: Toledo
China should diversify its 
investments in Peru to more than 
just mining, said former Peruvian 
President Alejandro Toledo.
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POLITICAL

Liberal Party 
Sweeps to Victory 
in Canada
The Liberal Party, led by Justin 
Trudeau, 43, swept to victory 
Monday in Canada’s parliamentary 
election. The Liberals’ victory 
ends the decade-long rule of the 
Conservative Party and the prime 
ministership of Stephen Harper.
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Do New Reforms 
Make Mexico’s 
Courts More Fair?

Trudeau // Photo: Liberal Party of 
Canada.

Continued on page 4

Q In 2008, Mexico’s Congress approved judicial reforms 
designed to improve the fairness, effi ciency and transpar-
ency of the country’s court system. The government set a 
2016 deadline to implement the reforms, but progress on 

implementing the changes has reportedly been slow. What are the most 
critical parts of the judicial reforms, and what impact will they have on 
Mexico’s court system? How well—or poorly—have the reforms been put 
into place? Does Mexico’s federal government need to take a more active 
role to ensure that states are adequately implementing the changes?

A Katherine Winfree, partner at Manatt, Phelps & Phillips and 
former Maryland chief deputy attorney general: “Mexico’s 
criminal justice system reforms are the most ambitious ever 
undertaken in the hemisphere. With 34 state and federal 

jurisdictions required to implement the reforms by June 18, 2016, varying 
levels of progress are inevitable. The implementation requires massive 
investments in infrastructure, administrative capacity, training and so-
cialization. The show piece of the reforms is the conversion from written, 
inquisitorial proceedings to oral, adversarial trials. While the oral trial is 
the highest profi le element of the new system, it will only be fruitful after 
an impartial, effi cient, science-based investigation of the facts. The entire 
system from crime scene response through investigation to trial must be 
built on a solid foundation. Perhaps the most urgent need is the profes-
sionalization of the police forces at municipal, state and federal levels. 
Despite many excellent efforts underway, much remains to be done. 
The integrity and effi cacy of the investigation begins with the police, 
and prosecutions will be hampered if crime scenes are contaminated 

TODAY’S  NEWS

The judicial reforms were approved in 2008 under the government of then-President Felipe 
Calderón.  //  File Photo: Mexican Government. 
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NEWS BRIEFS

Venezuela Won’t Admit 
OAS Election Observers
Venezuela said Monday that it would not allow 
the Organization of American States to send 
observers for the country’s Dec. 6 legislative 
elections, the results of which are crucial to 
the leftist party’s continued control of the gov-
ernment, Agence France-Presse reported. “The 
OAS has certifi ed coup d’etats, electoral fraud, 
and dictatorships. The OAS is not reliable,” said 
the Venezuelan government’s representative on 
human rights issues, Germán Saltrón. Saltrón 
said Venezuela would admit observers from 
other regional groups, including the European 
Union, but has so far only extended the invita-
tion to UNASUR. OAS Secretary General Luis 
Almagro has pushed for observers amid fears 
that the government will resort to fraud in order 
to keep the ruling party in majority control of 
the National Assembly.

At Least Seven Injured 
in Rio Gas Explosion
An explosion Monday in Rio de Janeiro dam-
aged some 40 buildings and injured at least 
seven, including one child, BBC News reported. 
Offi cials said they suspect a gas leak in a local 
business caused the explosion. Rio state’s Civil 
Defense Department is investigating the cause 
of the blast, the Associated Press reported.  
Many reported that the explosion could be 
heard as far as six kilometers away.

Peru Can Off er China 
More Than Mining: Toledo
Chinese companies should invest in more 
sectors than just mining in Peru, former 
Peruvian President Alejandro Toledo told China 
Daily, the newspaper reported today. “If China 
can help build railways and roads to speed up 
transportation and lower costs, our agricultural 
products can be more profi table,” Toledo, who 
is among the potential presidential candidates 
in Peru’s April election.

POLITICAL NEWS

Liberals Sweep to 
Victory in Canada
Canada’s Liberal Party, led by Justin Trudeau, 
won a decisive victory Monday in the country’s 
general election, ending nearly a decade of 
Conservative Party rule. In a surprisingly strong 
victory, the Liberals won 184 of 338 seats in 
the House of Commons, 14 more than the party 
needed to form a majority, BBC News reported.  

The result was seen as a stunning turnaround 
for the Liberals, who won just 36 parliamentary 
seats in 2011 and on Monday became the fi rst 
part in Canada’s history to move from third 
place to fi rst place in one election, according 
to BBC News. In his victory speech in Montreal, 
Trudeau, the son of former longtime Prime 
Minister Pierre Trudeau, called for unity among 
Canadians. “You can appeal to the better 
angels of our nature, and you can win doing 
it,” said Trudeau, The Globe and Mail reported. 
Canadians “sent a clear message tonight—it’s 
time for a change,” he added, BBC News report-
ed. Trudeau also praised outgoing Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper for his service. Harper, who 
has been prime minister since 2006, accepted 
defeat after the polls closed and said he would 
step down as the Conservative Party’s leader. 
Harper said he had congratulated Trudeau and 
was accepting the results “without hesitation.” 
The Conservatives were projected to win 99 
parliamentary seats while the center-left New 
Democratic Party of Canada, led by Thomas 
Mulclair, won 44, according to The Canadian 
Press. Mulclair made a statement Monday 
night that he “congratulated Mr. Trudeau on his 
exceptional achievement,” BBC News reported. 
The Liberals’ platform included lower income 
taxes for the middle class, three years of 

defi cit spending in order to pay for improved 
infrastructure and more strongly addressing 
environmental concerns about the Keystone 
oil pipeline. The Liberals also vowed to work 
toward the legalization of marijuana and to 
accept more refugees from Syria. Also in the 
election, the Bloc Québécois won 10 seats 
and the Green Party of Canada won one, The 
Canadian Press reported.

U.S. Withholds $5 Mn 
in Aid to Mexico Over 
Rights Concerns
The U.S. government has withheld $5 million 
in anti-drug aid to Mexico over concerns 
about human rights, the State Department 
said Monday, the Associated Press reported. 
Under Congressional legislation, the State 
Department must withhold 15 percent of some 
aid under the Mérida Initiative until it reports 
to Congress on the state of human rights in 
Mexico. “This year, the Department was unable 
to confi rm and report to Congress that Mexico 
fully met all of the criteria in the Fiscal Year 
2014 appropriation legislation, and the 15 
percent was redirected away from Mexico,” 
said State Department spokesman Mark Toner. 
Scrutiny of human rights in Mexico intensifi ed 
last year after the disappearance of 43 college 
students at the hands of local police.

BUSINESS NEWS

Halliburton Posts 
Quarterly Decline 
in Q3 Income
U.S.-based oil fi eld services company Hallibur-
ton on Monday announced its earnings for the 
third quarter, reporting an overall income of 
$265 million for the quarter, down from $380 
million in the second quarter, as well as a 4 
percent drop in income and revenue for the 
company’s Latin America division. In both the 
Completion and Production sector and the Drill-

You can appeal to 
the better angels of 
our nature, and you 
can win doing it.”

— Justin  Trudeau 
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ing and Evaluation sector of Halliburton’s Latin 
America division, operating income declined 4 
percent as compared to the previous quarter. 
Halliburton attributed the drop in income and 
revenue to reduced cementing activities in 
Mexico and Venezuela, as well as reduced 
drilling activity in Mexico. These drops in activ-
ity were not offset by the uptick in simulation 
activity in Argentina or the increase in fl uid 
services and higher software sales in Brazil 
and Colombia, respectively. “This is a challeng-
ing market, but our strategy remains the same,” 
said the president of Halliburton, Jeff Miller. 
“We are looking through this cycle to ensure 
that we are positioned to accelerate our growth 
when the industry recovers...” In other news, 
two Halliburton facilities and nine business 
lines were the fi rst in Latin America to receive 
the American Petroleum Institute Specifi cation 
Q2 Certifi cation.

América Móvil 
Posts Lower Earnings 
Than Expected for Q3
América Móvil, the Mexican telecommunica-
tions company controlled by billionaire Carlos 
Slim, on Monday posted lower than expected 
earnings, reporting a net loss for the third 
quarter of 2.88 billion pesos ($175 million), 
The Wall Street Journal reported. Sharp 
currency depreciations pushed up fi nancial 
costs nearly fourfold, according to the report. 
“Our comprehensive fi nancing costs grew to 
38.9 billion pesos, mostly refl ecting the sharp 
depreciation that took place in the quarter of 
the Mexican peso and the Brazilian real relative 
to the U.S. dollar,” the company said in its 
quarterly fi nancial report. Although net interest 
expenses have come down by more than 10 
percent year to date, net debt has increased by 
61.3 billion pesos since last December. Overall, 
América Móvil ended September with 368.2 
million access lines, 1.0 percent more than a 
year before. That fi gure includes 288.4 million 
wireless subscribers, 34.9 million landlines, 
23.4 million broadband accesses and 21.6 
million PayTV units. In August, América Móvil 
said its Telmex subsidiary was notifi ed that 
regulators had begun proceedings to determine 

alleged violations in commercial agreements 
Telmex has with Dish México and to an Internet 
content provider known as “Uno TV.”  América 
Móvil “strongly believes that Telmex is in full 
compliance with the terms of its concessions,” 
the company said Monday. Media giant Grupo 
Televisa has objected to agreements that 
Telmex has with Dish México including billing, 

marketing and leasing of equipment. In a sepa-
rate ruling earlier this month, Mexico’s Federal 
Telecommunications Institute, or IFT, ruled 
that media giant Televisa is “not dominant” in 
Mexico’s pay-TV market, despite having around 
62 percent of the pay TV subscribers and 65 
percent of the broadcast TV market, Forbes 
reported.
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and investigations mishandled. Successful 
implementation of the reforms will result 
in a criminal justice system that is more 
transparent and effi cient, and less prone to 
corruption, promoting increased confi dence 
by the citizenry that the system will serve 
them well and justly when they need it. Con-
tinued collaboration and fi nancial support 
from Mexico’s federal government is critical 
to ensure that implementations nationwide 
are adequate, and include mechanisms 
to measure the effi cacy and impact of the 
reforms.”

A Octavio Rodríguez Ferreira, 
coordinator of the Justice in 
Mexico program, and David A. 
Shirk, associate professor and 

director of the master of arts program in 
international relations, both at the Uni-
versity of San Diego: “While several states 
had begun to implement oral, adversarial 
criminal procedures prior to the federally 
mandated reform in 2008, delays have 
plagued the reform efforts throughout 
most of the country. Thus, in an effort to 
move the reform to completion prior to 
a constitutionally binding June 18, 2016 
deadline, President Enrique Peña Nieto 
introduced a new Unifi ed Code of Criminal 
Procedure in 2014 and directed signifi cantly 
greater resources to the reform effort. As 
we mention in a recent report, these efforts 
have resulted in some signifi cant progress. 
In 2013, the fi rst full year of the Peña Nieto 
administration, only about 630 of Mexico’s 
roughly 2,400 municipalities (approximately 
25 percent) were fully operating the reforms. 
By June 2015, more than half of all munici-
palities were operating under the new model 
of criminal procedure. While much criticized 
for his handling of security and human rights 
issues, Peña Nieto has clearly worked to ad-
vance the judicial reforms needed to address 
these problems. Still, there is much work to 
be done, as many states have still lagged in 
the implementation of the reforms in some 
or most judicial districts, or some categories 
of crime. To help get these and other states 

on target, additional resources and effort 
will be needed, performance indicators need 
to be developed and disseminated, and 
Mexico’s Congress should set a new post-im-
plementation deadline for further evaluation 
and reforms. Now is the time for the federal 
government and all states to pick up the 
pace on judicial reform in Mexico.”

A Ernesto Canales, founding 
partner at Canales y Socios 
Abogados, S.C. in Monterrey, 
Mexico: “Previously, the law 

granted prosecutors rights that gave them 
control over criminal claims, which opened 
the door to political or monetary infl uence. 
The new system considers several types of 
procedures, unlike the old one in which all 
crimes were subject to a sole universal pro-
cedure. Now, cases related to fi rst offenders 
and non-violent crimes can be resolved 
by negotiations involving prosecutors, the 
accused, victims and judges. More than 90 
percent of all cases can be terminated in 
days or weeks. The new rules change the 
focus of attention to substance over form. 
The principle of presumed innocence was 
sidelined under the old system through im-
prisonment as a preventive measure, and no 
investigative work needed to be performed 
in order to put anyone in jail. The new rules 
limit the application of preventive prison. In 
the new system, control and responsibility 
over jails do not rest solely with the police 
and security forces. Detainees now have 
access to the judiciary for all claims related 
to their sentences. Some states have used 
the new system for years, and hard data 
shows positive changes. In the states that 
have undertaken the reforms, 40 percent of 
prisoners consider their sentences unjust, 
as compared to 80 percent of prisoners in 
the states that have not implemented the 
reforms. Victims’ reporting of crime has 
increased from a national average of 15 
percent to 35 percent. The time elapsed 
between detention to sentencing has de-
creased considerably.”
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